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Malbec is originally from the southwest 
of France, where it is known as “Côt” 
and has a tannic, hard style. 

Wines with the appellation of Cahors 
have been produced since the days of 
the Roman Empire.
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Malbec was introduced 
in Argentina by Michel A. 
Pouget, a French 
agronomist hired by the 
Argentine National 
Government to carry out 
the management of the 
Agricultural Quinta of 
Mendoza.



The phylloxera plague took a strong hold on 
France, causing serious problems with the 
wine industry of that country. 

Vines were hard hit and began to deteriorate 
massively in the southern Rhone. 

Argentina was one of the few regions, 
together with Chile and Cyprus, that 
remained exempt from phylloxera.



Towards the end of the 
19th Century, Argentine 
viticulture experienced 
exponential development 
in the hands of Italian 
and French immigrants. 



Malbec, in particular, adapted 
quickly to the varied terroirs 
offered by Argentina’s rugged 
landscape and began to 
produce wines better than in its 
original land. 



Argentina became the only country to have 
original Malbec vines of true French heritage. 

A superior Malbec was elaborated in oak 
casks and a star was born. 



Malbec is a variety of intense color, 
with shades of deep violet and 
aromas of red fruit, such as plums 
and cherries; notes of violet, spices 
and minerals. 

With oak ageing, it brings out 
chocolate, vanilla and tobacco 
flavours. 

In the mouth it is characterised by 
its softness and persistence and the 
sweetness of its tannins.

MALBEC



MALBEC
Since 2000, Argentine producers 
have begun to focus on origin, 
resulting in Malbecs that celebrate 
the identity of each terroir. 

Its noble and versatile character 
makes Malbec the variety that best 
reflects the diversity of Argentine 
wine regions.



The Argentine North stands out for its high 
altitude, low latitude and high insolation in the 
region, which gives Malbec a blackish color 
and a lot of intensity. 

Aromatically it is characterised by ripe black 
fruit and jam, combined with spicy notes of 
herbs or peppers, typical of the area. 

In the mouth it has marked tannins, excellent 
concentration, texture and very good length.

NORTH



Located in the center-west of the 
country, the Cuyo region is influenced 
by the Andes Mountains, with varied 
altitudes and very heterogeneous 
soils.

The Malbecs of Cuyo have a ruby 
reddish color. Aromatically they are 
characterised by the presence of fruits 
such as quince, figs and plums, and 
notes of caramel.

Wines with alcohol levels that 
generate sweetness and smoothness 
in the mouth.

CUYO



PATAGONIA

Patagonian Malbec achieves very good 
maturity due to the characteristics of the 
region: high latitude, lower altitude, sun 
exposure and strong winds. 

Reddish-black hues are often perceived, 
and very ripe fruit aromas such as sweet red 
berries, jam, caramel and raisins, are 
noticeable in the nose. 

In the mouth they have high levels of 
tannins that give texture and structure to 
the wines.



ATLANTIC
The Atlantic region stands out for 
its pronounced thermal 
amplitude, its proximity to the 
ocean and the influence of its 
maritime winds, which give the 
Malbec intense red colors with 
violet hues. 

Wonderful aromas of liquorice, red 
fruits and the freshness of 
menthol are present. 

In the mouth this sensation of fruit 
and freshness is repeated, 
presenting itself as a stylish, 
elegant wine, with soft tannins 
and a long and delicate finish.

REGION



Measured in foreign currencies, 
Malbec exports reached 315.7M 

dollars in 2020.

315.7 M
USD

106.1 M
of Malbec were exported in 2020. 

It is by far Argentina’s most 
exported varietal.

Litres

Malbec in Numbers
EXPORTS*

*Fractioned and bulk wine
Source:  Caucasia Wine Thinking.

USD 285.5M

FRACTIONED
wine

BULK
wine

Litres 74.7M
USD 30.2M
Litres 31.4M

90,43%
9,57%

70,42%
29,58%

VALUE VOLUME



1° UNITED STATES

2° UNITED KINGDOM

3° BRAZIL

4° CANADA

5° NETHERLANDS

6° MEXICO

7° SWITZERLAND

8° GERMANY

9° CHINA

10° IRELAND

Have received at least one 
shipment of Malbec in 2020. 

115
countries

Malbec in Numbers
EXPORT MARKETS*

*Fractioned and bulk wine
Source:  Caucasia Wine Thinking.



EXPORT MARKET
(Bottled wine - 2020)

US$ FOB Litres 9L Cases Average Price
(US$ FOB / 9L Case)

United States 94.476.554 22.806.533 2.534.059 37,28

United Kingdom 47.636.649 14.196.085 1.577.343 30,20

Brazil 26.991.880 8.751.295 972.366 27,76

Canada 22.223.337 5.095.354 566.150 39,25

Netherlands 10.222.449 2.648.074 294.230 34,74

Mexico 9.602.353 3.146.179 349.575 27,47

Switzerland 7.069.794 1.491.851 165.761 42,65

Germany 5.145.617 1.227.469 136.385 37,73

China 4.955.971 1.039.125 115.458 42,92

Ireland 4.415.858 1.307.207 145.245 30,40

Malbec in Numbers
TOP 10 EXPORT MARKETS BREAKDOWN*

*Bottled wine. By volume. 
Source:  Caucasia Wine Thinking.



/winesofargentina@winesofarg

#MalbecArgentino
MALBECWORLDDAY.COM


