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South Latitude
22°
LOCATION

49%  51%  | 55°

West Longitude
53°| 74°

46.2 M

POPULATION
(July 2022 estimations)

Inhabitants
2,791,810 km2

SURFACE
(continental)

CAPITAL
Buenos Aires
+ 23 provinces

DISTANCES
(from Buenos Aires)

Beijing 
19,264 km  |  11,970 miles

London 
11,103 km  |  6,899 miles

Ottawa 
9,033 km  |  5,613 miles 

New York 
8,493 km  |  5,277 miles

Mexico City 
7,373 km  |  4,581 miles

São Paulo 
1,674 km  |  1,040 miles

Overview
ARGENTINA



A series of natural 
factors combined with a 
deeply-rooted popular 
wine culture lend 
Argentine wines a 
unique identity and 
quality.

Soils
Low fertility

Terroirs
Extension & 

diversity

Altitude
Distinctive 
character 

Climate
Dry & continental

Water
Great purity

Wine Producers
Strong commitment

for the creation of the best wines ever
KEY FACTORS



Extension & Diversity
TERROIRS

Argentina’s got range. Its vast extension 
offers the possibility of cultivating high-quality 
vineyards across larger areas compared to 
other wine producing countries, creating a 
great diversity of terroirs. 

This allows to play with various grape varieties 
and wine styles.
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Argentina has a handful of vineyards next 
to the ocean, like most growing regions 
of the world, but has the bulk of its 
vineyards between 600 and 2,000 meters 
above sea level. This factor means that 
along a 1,500km line of mountains 
several oases are developed in which the 
vines grow under widely varying 
conditions, all linked to a single factor: 
altitude.

Unique to Argentina’s viticulture
ALTITUDE

NORTH CUYO PATAGONIA &
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Altitude serves as a temperature 
regulator. For every 150 meters (3,28 feet) 
of linear rise over a point on the map, the 
average temperature will drop by 1ºC.



Argentina is the only country that adds 
altitude as a key factor of terroir.

The Andes range offers variable altitudes, 
generating a unique variety of terroirs and 
microclimates. 

It is possible to make wines in Jujuy, on the 
Tropic of Capricorn, and in Sarmiento 
(Chubut) on the 45º parallel south latitude. 
And the scenery changes from rugged 
mountain valleys and villages of cactus in 
the north, to desert plains and broad valleys 
in the centre, finishing off in well nourished 
forests or on the green coastline of the 
ocean. Naturally, this is reflected in the 
expression and diversity of Argentine wines.

Unique to Argentina’s viticulture
ALTITUDE

LATITUDE ALTITUDE MOUNTAINS

3D
WINEMAKING



Dry & Continental
CLIMATE

Argentina’s traditional wine regions are 
located in high-altitude valleys far from 
the oceans, which makes us one of the 
few continental viticultural areas in the 
world.

The majority of vineyards are located in 
arid areas, with dry climates and plenty of 
sunshine, with no need of artificial 
intervention. 

Cold wind Hot & dry  
wind

Pacific Ocean

West of Arg.

CHILE ARGENTINA
Argentine wines are “naturally 
natural”. This leads to healthy 
vineyards and contributes to the 
production of organic wines. 



Topographic & climatic contrasts
A COUNTRY OF CONTRASTS

Topography Temperature
Average Annual

Rainfall
Average Annual



Low fertility
SOIL

SLOPES+ -

The soil becomes increasingly 
defining as a viability factor for 
the vine.

Low organic matter contents 
(nutrient deprived soils) lead to 
restricted vine growth. This arid 
fruitfulness favors the natural 
development of premium grapes 
with genuinely distinctive flavors.

The Andes have a physical effect on soils in regions 
located to the west of the country. The higher you go, the steeper 
the slopes get and the soil is newer while its composition– 
determined initially by gravity– changes depending on when it 
comes into contact with rivers.

ANDES RANGE

COLLUVIAL 
SEDIMENTS

ALLUVIAL
SEDIMENTS ELUVIAL

SEDIMENTS

SLOPES+ -



Great purity
WATER

DRIP IRRIGATION FLOOD IRRIGATION

The main source of irrigation in mountain 
valleys is the meltwater from the Andes. 
Therefore, water is completely pure and 
free from the influence of any 
contaminating activity.

Due to the water crisis in some provinces 
at the foot of the Andes, savvy 
management of water is vital. 

Wineries are making an effort to reduce 
water consumption by improving their 
irrigation systems as much as possible. 
Other are making sustainable use of water 
one of its primary policies.

There are two main irrigation methods in Argentine 
viticulture: flood irrigation (especially used in old 
vineyards) and drip irrigation (introduced in the 
90’s).



Strong Commitment
WINE PRODUCERS

Argentina boasts a whole host 
of wine producers who are 
inventing and reinventing 
wines, therefore reshaping the 
country’s wine offering and 
developing a national identity 
in winemaking.

● Increased focus on terroir. What’s currently taking place in 
Argentina is a journey to the land of terroir with much 
emphasis on parcels, where attention to detail will allow for 
the declassification of vineyards and wines and ultimately, 
the best and unique to be produced from a micro-terroir.

● Combination of tried-and-true traditions with cutting edge 
technology and modern techniques.

● New projects and new ways of producing wine to showcase 
the country’s diverse and unique terroir.

● Experimentation with new regions, turning them into wine 
regions from scratch, leading to the emergence of new GIs.



FIGURES
Argentina’s

WINE INDUSTRY



In numbers
#VINOARGENTINO

795
Producing wineries 

in Argentina*

+400k
people working in 
the wine industry 
(direct & indirect 

jobs) 

18
Provinces 

producing wine

107
Approved  GIs 

+ 2 DOCs

113
units have certified 
the Sustainability 
Self-assessment 

Protocol created by 
BdA.

523
Exporting 
wineries

Source: *National Viticulture Institute -Annual Harvest Report (09/22/21 database)



Argentina’s position in the wine industry
GLOBAL INDICATORS

WINE PRODUCTION

5° | 

VINEYARD SURFACE AREA

World’s largest 
wine producer  7° | World’s largest country 

in cultivated surface

Source: OIV - State of the Vitiviniculture World Market 2020  (April 2021)



Argentina’s position in the wine industry
GLOBAL INDICATORS

MAIN EXPORTERS OF WINE

10° | World’s largest 
exporter of wine

WINE CONSUMPTION

9° | World’s largest 
wine consumer

Source: OIV - State of the Vitiviniculture World Market 2020  (April 2021)



Argentina 2021
EXPORT FIGURES

Source: Área de Innovación UNCuyo  – December 2021
              (*) Caucasia Wine Thinking.

134 
Markets reached by 
Argentine wine (*) 

336 M l
in volume (liters)

922.6 M
in value (USD) 523

Exporting wineries
(*) 

USD



Top Export Markets in volume (bottled wines & sparkling)

EXPORT FIGURES

Source: UNCuyo  Innovation Area ( January - December 2021).



HISTORY
Argentina’s

WINEMAKING



XIX

Argentine Viticulture | Timeline
HISTORY

XIX 1551 • The soil and weather conditions offered by 
Argentina’s surface favoured the growth of Vitis 
Vinifera near the Andes. 

• The Catholic priests planted vineyards near their 
monasteries to ensure wine for the celebration of 
Holy Mass.

The first School of Agriculture 
(Quinta Normal de Agricultura) is 
inaugurated. 

Development of viticulture as a 
national industry.

18531850 | 1880

• Expansion of the railway.
• Expansion of vineyard acreage and 

increase in the amount of wine production.
• European immigrants introduced new 

vinegrowing techniques and grape 
varieties.

• Implementation of measures promoting 
agricultural development.

• The objective was to introduce new grape 
varieties in the country to enhance the national 
wine industry. Michel Aimé Pouget (French 
agronomist) was in charge of its management. 

Spanish colonizers introduce the 
first specimens of Vitis Vinifera 
in Argentina. 

During the XIX century, European immigrants introduced new 
vinegrowing techniques and grape varieties.

1850 – 1880: Argentina eventually got to join the international 
economic networks, thanks to 2 factors: 

1) The expansion of the railway, which contributed to the 
development of communications among the provinces; 

2) The incorporation of Patagonia to the national territory after 
the Conquest of the Desert. 

3) The arrival of inmigrants. 
These factors laid the foundations for the development of the 
wine industry as a national industry.

The expansion of vineyard acreage and an increase in the 
amount of produced wine were possible due to:
• The implementation of measures promoting agricultural 

development and credit for the implantation of vineyards. 
Among those measures are the passing of the Water Act and 
the creation of the General Irrigation Department.

• The construction of wineries and the incorporation of 
cutting-edge machinery and technology, 

• The development of qualified human resources for the 
development of wine-growing on the basis of scientific 
knowledge.

During this period, in 1853, the Quinta Normal – the first school 
of agriculture in the country – was created in Mendoza. It’s 
Principal, Michel Aimé Pouget, was the first to introduce French 
vines in Mendoza, to promote their cultivation and to teach 
scientific methods to improve fruit development. Both Mendoza 
and San Juan saw changes leading to the modernization of the 
industry.

1970’s: the prevailing model, based on the production of large 
volumes of low quality wines geared towards the domestic 
market, collapsed. The sweeping entry of soft drinks and beer 
into the market led to a drop in the consumption of table wine. 

1990's: New era for the Argentine wine industry. The arrival of 
Neoliberalism in the national economy led to the implementation 
of a model of adjustment and the incorporation of Argentina into 
the global market. New local and foreign businesspeople came 
into the scene. They geared the industry towards the production 
of small volumes of top quality wines, both for export and for 
domestic consumption. Due to the incorporation of new 
technologies, growing systems, grape stock selection techniques 
and marketing systems, the Argentine wine industry has found its 
place in the international market.

XVI



XX

Argentine Viticulture | Timeline
HISTORY

XIX

1970’s • The prevailing model, based on the production of large volumes of low quality 
wines geared towards the domestic market, collapsed. The sweeping entry of soft 
drinks and beer into the market led to a drop in the consumption of wine. 

Argentine wines 
exported worldwide.1990’s • Introduction of Neoliberalism in the national economy.

• Modernization of the wine industry.
• Incorporation of Argentina into the global market: 

local & foreign investments increased and were 
complemented by a search for new markets.

• Wine law N° 14.878 also established that wine is 
considered “food” in Argentina. INV  functions:

• Control quality and fraud prevention;
• Labeling and wine normatives;
• Analytic and statistical control. 

The National Viticulture 
Institute (INV) was 
created.  

1959

1999 • Argentine Wine Law equaled that of the EU in order to improve the export process.
• Law N° 25.163 gave a legal framework for wine origins. It established Geographical 

Indications (GIs) and also Designations of Origin (DO). 



XXI

Argentine Wine Industry
EVOLUTION

1993 2021

EXPORTING 
WINERIES

MAIN EXPORT 
VARIETIES

24M 25M

10

Malbec + 
Torrontés

TOTAL
 EXPORTS

LitersU$S
922.6M 336M

523

Malbec & Torrontés 
+ other varietals

LitersU$S

DOMESTIC 
CONSUMPTION EXPORTS

75%

25%

98%

2%



What’s the 
classification system 
for Argentine wines?



System in Argentina
GIs & DOCs

In 1999, a law established how wines 
should be classified in Argentina based 
on their origin. It was a necessity for 
the country, and an international 
requirement to be able to export.

Where does the wine come from? Where 
the winery is located or where the grapes 
are grown? To clarify this point, 
Geographical Indications (GIs) and a 
particular type of them, Controlled 
Designation of Origin (DOC), were 
established.

GIs + DOCs complete list here. 

GI (Geographical Indication) 
Refers to labeling, that is, if the place where the wine 
comes from is recognized for its quality and 
explains its taste, but also has legal status to be 
mentioned on the label.

DOC (Controlled Designation of Origin)
Applies to wines from a recognized region, which 
also has a specific style. DOCs are GIs with wine 
style relugations.

GIs DOCs
107
Approved GIs, most 
of them follow 
political boundaries.

2
● Luján de Cuyo (DOC). It is 

the only one used.  
● San Rafael (DOC)

https://www.argentina.gob.ar/sites/default/files/i.g._y_d.o.c._de_la_republica_argentina_web_inv_1.pdf_.pdf.pdf_.pdf


WINE REGIONS
from North to South

ARGENTINA’s



Entre Ríos

Córdoba

Río Negro

Salta

Traditional vine-growing regions in 
Argentina are located in an extensive 
strip that crosses the country from 
north to south, at the foothill of the 
Andes. 

In recent years, producers have 
extended the limits of Argentine 
wine to the west, into the heights, and 
south looking for cooler temperatures, 
and to the east, next to the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

Non-traditional wine regions are also 
gaining relevance in the center and 
northeast of the country, contributing to 
showcase Argentina’s diversity.

Jujuy  

Catamarca

La Rioja

San Juan

Mendoza

San Luis

La Pampa

Neuquén

Chubut

Tucumán

Buenos 
Aires

in Argentina
WINE REGIONS

NORTH
CUYO
PATAGONIA
ATLANTIC
CENTER
LITORAL

Hectares
(vinification)

CULTIVATED
SURFACE*

194,513

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).
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NORTH

The region is crisscrossed by a series of valleys: the Calchaquí 
Valley (GI) and the ones located in Jujuy (Valles Templados and 
Quebrada de Humahuaca -GI).

The wines of the region show remarkable influence of terroir, 
strongly marked by altitude, and great varietal character. 
Although Malbec is the most cultivated variety, Torrontés is the 
emblem par excellence of the region. 

Red 59.7%
White 22.7%
Pink 17.6%

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE*

6,285.2

3.23%
of the 

country

Jujuy (IG)
0.89%  

Catamarca (IG)
39.74%  

23° 12’ S

66° 12’ W 61° 21’ W 

28° 10’ S

Salta (IG)
57.35%  

Tucumán (IG)
2.02%  

3,329 

750

10,922

2,461

ALTITUDE OF 
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).
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MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Malbec
● Torrontés Riojano
● Cabernet Sauvignon
● Syrah
● Bonarda

REGION
NORTH

VARIETIES
Distribution by color 
(vinification)*

Red 59.7%
White 22.7%
Pink 17.6%

NORTH REGION Hectares % Total variety in 
Argentina % Total Region

RED GRAPE VARIETIES 3.750,9 3,26% 59,68%
Malbec 2.038,7 4,40% 32,44%
Cabernet Sauvignon 801,5 5,81% 12,75%
Syrah 253,3 2,20% 4,03%
Bonarda 154,3 0,87% 2,45%
Tannat 148,8 17,49% 2,37%
Merlot 112,6 2,32% 1,79%
Cabernet Franc 49,2 3,14% 0,78%
Pinot Noir 28,7 1,44% 0,46%
Tempranillo 28,0 0,53% 0,45%
Petit Verdot 23,8 3,65% 0,38%
Other red varieties 60,5 0,57% 0,96%
WHITE GRAPE VARIETIES 1.427,0 4,13% 22,70%
Torrontés Riojano 1.254,0 16,95% 19,95%
Sauvignon Blanc 52,4 2,75% 0,83%
Chardonnay 41,9 0,73% 0,67%
Moscatel de Alejandría 24,5 1,14% 0,39%
Pedro Giménez 14,0 0,15% 0,22%
Chenin 10,9 0,66% 0,17%
Riesling 6,8 9,18% 0,11%
Viognier 4,6 0,70% 0,07%
Semillón 1,3 0,21% 0,02%
Other white varieties 16,6 0,54% 0,26%
PINK GRAPE VARIETIES 1.107,3 2,47% 17,62%
Cereza 1.018,5 4,00% 16,20%
Criolla Chica 65,4 20,29% 1,04%
Criolla Grande 9,8 0,08% 0,16%
Criolla Mediana 0,1 1,33% 0,00%
Other pink varieties 13,6 0,22% 0,22%

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

6,285.2

3.23%
of the 

country

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).



JUJUY
➔ Jujuy
➔ Quebrada de 

Humahuaca

SALTA
➔ Cachi
➔ Cafayate / Valle de 

Cafayate
➔ Molinos
➔ Salta
➔ San Carlos

TUCUMÁN
➔ Tafí
➔ Tucumán

CATAMARCA
➔ Belén
➔ Catamarca
➔ Pomán
➔ Santa María
➔ Tinogasta

CALCHAQUÍ VALLEY

Geographical 
Indications (GIs)

REGION
NORTH

WINESOFARGENTINA.COM
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@winesofarg



JUJUY
NORTH



> NORTH REGION

JUJUY

17.1°C
63°F

TEMPERATURE
Annual Avg.

140 mm/year

5.5/7.4 in/year

RAINFALL

Hectares
56.2 0.03%

Country
0.89%

Region

Red 91.64%
White 7.47%
Pink 0.89%

23° 12’ S

65° 28’ W 65° 21’ W 

23° 51’ S
CULTIVATED

SURFACE

● Located in the extreme 
northwest of the country.

● Viticultural activity 
developed in two areas: 
Quebrada de Humahuaca 
(GI) and Valles Templados. 

● The highest vineyard in the 
world is located in Uquía at 
3.329 m (10.922 ft).

3,329 

1,720

10,922

5,643

ALTITUDE OF 
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

Annual Avg.

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).



NORTH REGION
JUJUY

MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Malbec
● Syrah
● Cabernet Franc
● Cabernet Sauvignon
● Merlot
● Sauvignon Blanc

VARIETIES
Distribution by color 
(vinification)*

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

56.2

0.03%
of the 

country

JUJUY Hectares % Province % Colour
Red grapes (vinification) 51,5 91,64% 100,00%
Malbec 25,7 45,73% 49,90%
Syrah 8,44 15,02% 16,39%
Cabernet Franc 7,4 13,17% 14,37%
Cabernet Sauvignon 3,94 7,01% 7,65%
Merlot 2,9 5,16% 5,63%
Tannat 1,4 2,49% 2,72%
Bonarda 0,5 0,89% 0,97%
Pinot Noir 0,4 0,71% 0,78%
Petit Verdot 0,4 0,71% 0,78%
Tempranillo 0,02 0,04% 0,04%
Other red varieties 0,40 0,71% 0,78%
White grapes (vinification) 4,2 7,47% 100,00%
Sauvignon Blanc 1,7 3,02% 40,48%
Chardonnay 1,3 2,31% 30,95%
Semillón 1,0 1,78% 23,81%
Torrontés Riojano 0,1 0,18% 2,38%
Moscatel de Alejandría 0,03 0,05% 0,71%
Other white varieties 0,1 0,12% 1,67%
Pink grapes (vinification) 0,5 0,89% 100,00%
Criolla Chica 0,39 0,69% 78,00%
Criolla Grande 0,05 0,09% 10,00%
Cereza 0,01 0,02% 2,00%
Other pink varieties 0,05 0,09% 10,00%

JUJUY Hectares % Country % Region % Province % Colour
Red grapes (vinification) 51,5 0,03% 0,82% 91,64% 100,00%
Malbec 25,7 0,01% 0,41% 45,73% 49,90%
Bonarda 0,5 0,00% 0,01% 0,89% 0,97%
Cabernet Sauvignon 3,94 0,00% 0,06% 7,01% 7,65%
Syrah 8,44 0,00% 0,13% 15,02% 16,39%
Merlot 2,9 0,00% 0,05% 5,16% 5,63%
Tempranillo 0,02 0,00% 0,00% 0,04% 0,04%
Pinot Noir 0,4 0,00% 0,01% 0,71% 0,78%
Tannat 1,4 0,00% 0,02% 2,49% 2,72%
Cabernet Franc 7,4 0,00% 0,12% 13,17% 14,37%
Petit Verdot 0,4 0,00% 0,01% 0,71% 0,78%
Other red varieties 0,40 0,00% 0,01% 0,71% 0,78%
White grapes (vinification) 4,2 0,00% 0,07% 7,47% 100,00%
Pedro Giménez 0,0 0,00% 0,00% 0,00% 0,00%
Torrontés Riojano 0,1 0,00% 0,00% 0,18% 2,38%
Chardonnay 1,3 0,00% 0,02% 2,31% 30,95%
Moscatel de Alejandría 0,03 0,00% 0,00% 0,05% 0,71%
Chenin 0,0 0,00% 0,00% 0,00% 0,00%
Riesling 0,0 0,00% 0,00% 0,00% 0,00%
Sauvignon Blanc 1,7 0,00% 0,03% 3,02% 40,48%
Semillón 1,0 0,00% 0,02% 1,78% 23,81%
Torrontés Mendocino 0,0 0,00% 0,00% 0,00% 0,00%
Torrontés Sanjuanino 0,0 0,00% 0,00% 0,00% 0,00%
Viognier 0,0 0,00% 0,00% 0,00% 0,00%
Other white varieties 0,1 0,00% 0,00% 0,12% 1,67%
Pink grapes (vinification) 0,5 0,00% 0,01% 0,89% 100,00%
Cereza 0,01 0,00% 0,00% 0,02% 2,00%
Criolla Grande 0,05 0,00% 0,00% 0,09% 10,00%
Criolla Chica 0,39 0,00% 0,01% 0,69% 78,00%
Criolla Mediana 0,0 0,00% 0,00% 0,00% 0,00%
Other pink varieties 0,05 0,00% 0,00% 0,09% 10,00%

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

Red 91.64%
White 7.47%
Pink 0.89%
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JUJUY
➔ Jujuy
➔ Quebrada de 

Humahuaca

Geographical 
Indications (GIs)

NORTH REGION
JUJUY
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SALTA
NORTH



> NORTH REGION

SALTA

15°C
59°F

TEMPERATURE
Annual Avg.

203 mm/year

8 in/year

RAINFALL

Hectares
3,604.4 1.85%

Country
57.35%

Region

Red 69.91%
White 28.66%
Pink 1.43%

25° 07’ S

66° 09’ W 65° 58’ W 

26° 05’ S CULTIVATED
SURFACE

● The viticultural activity is 
located mainly in the 
Calchaquí Valley (GI). 

● Strongly marked by the 
presence of high altitude 
vineyards.

● Cafayate Valley (GI) is the 
main wine producing center 
of the region.

3,111 

1,530

10,207

5,020

ALTITUDE OF 
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

Annual Avg.

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).



NORTH REGION
SALTA

MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Malbec
● Torrontés Riojano
● Cabernet Sauvignon
● Tannat
● Merlot

VARIETIES
Distribution by color 
(vinification)*

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

3,604.4

1.85%
of the 

country Red 69.91%
White 28.66%
Pink 1.43%

SALTA Hectares % Country % Region % Province % Colour
Red grapes (vinification) 2519,7 1,30% 40,09% 69,91% 100,00%
Malbec 1646,6 0,85% 26,20% 45,68% 65,35%
Cabernet Sauvignon 469,9 0,24% 7,48% 13,04% 18,65%
Tannat 135,5 0,07% 2,16% 3,76% 5,38%
Merlot 52,1 0,03% 0,83% 1,45% 2,07%
Bonarda 48,0 0,02% 0,76% 1,33% 1,90%
Cabernet Franc 41,8 0,02% 0,67% 1,16% 1,66%
Syrah 33,5 0,02% 0,53% 0,93% 1,33%
Petit Verdot 21,4 0,01% 0,34% 0,59% 0,85%
Pinot Noir 19,3 0,01% 0,31% 0,54% 0,77%
Pinot Noir 19,3 0,01% 0,31% 0,54% 0,77%
Tempranillo 9,0 0,00% 0,14% 0,25% 0,36%
Other red varieties 42,6 0,02% 0,68% 1,18% 1,69%
White grapes (vinification) 1033,1 0,53% 16,44% 28,66% 100,00%
Torrontés Riojano 896,9 0,46% 14,27% 24,88% 86,82%
Sauvignon Blanc 48,7 0,03% 0,77% 1,35% 4,71%
Chardonnay 38,1 0,02% 0,61% 1,06% 3,69%
Moscatel de Alejandría 13,7 0,01% 0,22% 0,38% 1,33%
Chenin 10,9 0,01% 0,17% 0,30% 1,06%
Riesling 6,8 0,00% 0,11% 0,19% 0,66%
Viognier 4,6 0,00% 0,07% 0,13% 0,45%
Pedro Giménez 1,4 0,00% 0,02% 0,04% 0,14%
Semillón 0,3 0,00% 0,00% 0,01% 0,03%
Other white varieties 11,7 0,01% 0,19% 0,32% 1,13%
Pink grapes (vinification) 51,6 0,03% 0,82% 1,43% 100,00%
Criolla Chica 41,1 0,02% 0,65% 1,14% 79,65%
Cereza 2,4 0,00% 0,04% 0,07% 4,65%
Criolla Grande 0,4 0,00% 0,01% 0,01% 0,78%
Other pink varieties 7,7 0,00% 0,12% 0,21% 14,92%

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).



SALTA
➔ Cachi
➔ Cafayate / Valle de 

Cafayate
➔ Molinos
➔ Salta
➔ San Carlos

CALCHAQUÍ VALLEY

Geographical 
Indications (GIs)

NORTH REGION
SALTA

WINESOFARGENTINA.COM

winesofargentina

@winesofarg



26°05’ S
65° 58’ W 16.2°C

61°F
TEMPERATURE

Annual Avg.

186 mm/year

7.3 in/year

RAINFALL
LOCATION

VITICULTURAL AREA

Sandy-loam soils made from thick grains with gravel 
and fine sands on the surface. These characteristics 
are similar to the layers of subsoil but with fractions 
of finer sand located deeper and with presence of 
round stone.

SOIL

Cafayate (GI)
NORTH REGION > SALTA

Annual Avg.

2,020

1,500
6,600

5,100
ALTITUDE OF 
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

Cafayate Department

● Cafayate (GI) is the most important valley in 
Salta and  the main wine producer of the 
region. 

● It concentrates 60% of the vineyards in the 
Calchaquí Valley (GI). 

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

2,720.1 75.46%
Province

Cafayate
Department

MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Malbec
● Torrontés Riojano
● Cabernet Sauvignon
● Tannat
● MerlotCafayate Department

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).



TUCUMÁN
NORTH



> NORTH REGION

TUCUMÁN

16°C
61°F

TEMPERATURE
Annual Avg.

100 mm/year

3.9 in/year

RAINFALL

Hectares
127.0 0.07%

Country
2.02%

Region

Red 75.35%
White 18.19%
Pink 6.46%

26° 22’ S

65° 57’ W 
26° 36’ S

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

● Anchored in the Calchaquí 
Valley (GI), viticulture takes 
place in Amaicha del Valle 
and Colalao del Valle 
(department of Tafí del Valle 
GI).

● In spite of being the 2nd 
smallest province in size,  
Tucumán is the most 
densely populated province 
in the country.

2,230 

1,690
7,317

5,545

ALTITUDE OF 
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

Annual Avg.

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).



NORTH REGION
TUCUMÁN

MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Malbec
● Torrontés Riojano
● Cabernet Sauvignon
● Cabernet Franc
● Criolla Chica

VARIETIES
Distribution by color 
(vinification)*

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

127.0

0.07%
of the 

country Red 75.35%
White 18.19%
Pink 6.46%

TUCUMÁN Hectares % Country % Region % Province % Colour

Red grapes (vinification) 95,7 0,05% 1,52% 75,35% 100,00%
Malbec 57,3 0,03% 0,91% 45,12% 59,87%
Cabernet Sauvignon 20,9 0,01% 0,33% 16,46% 21,84%
Cabernet Franc 6,4 0,00% 0,10% 5,04% 6,69%
Merlot 5,1 0,00% 0,08% 4,02% 5,33%
Tannat 3,0 0,00% 0,05% 2,36% 3,13%
Petit Verdot 1,7 0,00% 0,03% 1,34% 1,78%
Syrah 1,3 0,00% 0,02% 1,02% 1,36%
Pinot Noir 0,01 0,00% 0,00% 0,01% 0,01%
White grapes (vinification) 23,1 0,01% 0,37% 18,19% 100,00%
Torrontés Riojano 20,9 0,01% 0,33% 16,46% 90,48%
Sauvignon Blanc 1,6 0,00% 0,03% 1,26% 6,93%
Moscatel de Alejandría 0,2 0,00% 0,00% 0,16% 0,87%
Chardonnay 0,04 0,00% 0,00% 0,03% 0,17%
Torrontés Sanjuanino 0,01 0,00% 0,00% 0,01% 0,04%
Other white varieties 0,4 0,00% 0,01% 0,28% 1,52%
Pink grapes (vinification) 8,2 0,00% 0,13% 6,46% 100,00%
Criolla Chica 6,0 0,00% 0,10% 4,72% 73,17%
Cereza 0,1 0,00% 0,00% 0,08% 1,22%
Other pink varieties 2,1 0,00% 0,03% 1,65% 25,61%

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).



TUCUMÁN
➔ Tafí
➔ Tucumán

CALCHAQUÍ VALLEY

Geographical 
Indications (GIs)

NORTH REGION
TUCUMÁN

WINESOFARGENTINA.COM
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CATAMARCA
NORTH



> NORTH REGION

CATAMARCA

18°C
64°F

TEMPERATURE
Annual Avg.

432mm/year

17 in/year

RAINFALL

Hectares
2,497.6 1.28%

Country
39.74%

Region

Red 43.40%
White 14.68%
Pink 41.92%

26° 41’ S

67° 34’ W 

28° 23’ S

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

● The viticultural  activity 
takes place mainly in a 
succession of valleys located 
in the western departments, 
in the axis between the 
towns of Tinogasta - 
Fiambalá, and Santa María 
(which integrates the 
Calchaquí Valley GI).

2,300 

750

7,546

2,461
ALTITUDE OF 
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

Annual Avg.

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

66° 02’ W 



NORTH REGION
CATAMARCA

MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Torrontés Riojano
● Malbec
● Cabernet Sauvignon
● Syrah
● Bonarda

VARIETIES
Distribution by color 
(vinification)*

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

2,497.6

1.28%
of the 

country

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

Red 43.40%
White 14.68%
Pink 41.92%

CATAMARCA Hectares % Country % Region % Province % Colour

Red grapes (vinification) 1084,0 0,56% 17,25% 43,40% 100,00%
Malbec 334,8 0,17% 5,33% 13,40% 30,89%
Cabernet Sauvignon 310,7 0,16% 4,94% 12,44% 28,66%
Syrah 218,5 0,11% 3,48% 8,75% 20,16%
Bonarda 106,3 0,05% 1,69% 4,26% 9,81%
Merlot 55,4 0,03% 0,88% 2,22% 5,11%
Tempranillo 19,0 0,01% 0,30% 0,76% 1,75%
Tannat 10,3 0,01% 0,16% 0,41% 0,95%
Pinot Noir 9,4 0,00% 0,15% 0,38% 0,87%
Cabernet Franc 1,00 0,00% 0,02% 0,04% 0,09%
Petit Verdot 0,7 0,00% 0,01% 0,03% 0,06%
Other red varieties 17,9 0,01% 0,28% 0,72% 1,65%
White grapes (vinification) 366,6 0,19% 5,83% 14,68% 100,00%
Torrontés Riojano 336,1 0,17% 5,35% 13,46% 91,68%
Pedro Giménez 12,6 0,01% 0,20% 0,50% 3,44%
Moscatel de Alejandría 10,6 0,01% 0,17% 0,42% 2,89%
Chardonnay 2,5 0,00% 0,04% 0,10% 0,68%
Sauvignon Blanc 0,4 0,00% 0,01% 0,02% 0,11%
Chenin 0,03 0,00% 0,00% 0,00% 0,01%
Other white varieties 4,4 0,00% 0,07% 0,17% 1,19%
Pink grapes (vinification) 1047,0 0,54% 16,66% 41,92% 100,00%
Cereza 1016,0 0,52% 16,16% 40,68% 97,04%
Criolla Chica 17,9 0,01% 0,28% 0,72% 1,71%
Criolla Grande 9,3 0,00% 0,15% 0,37% 0,89%
Criolla Mediana 0,1 0,00% 0,00% 0,00% 0,01%
Other pink varieties 3,7 0,00% 0,06% 0,15% 0,35%



CATAMARCA
➔ Belén
➔ Catamarca
➔ Pomán
➔ Santa María
➔ Tinogasta

CALCHAQUÍ VALLEY

Geographical 
Indications (GIs)

NORTH REGION
CATAMARCA

WINESOFARGENTINA.COM
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28°04’ S
67° 34’ W 17.3°C

63.1°F
TEMPERATURE

Annual Avg.

148 mm/year

5.8 in/year

RAINFALL
LOCATION

VITICULTURAL AREA

Tinogasta (GI)
NORTH REGION > CATAMARCA

Annual Avg.

2,050

1,100
6,700

3,600
ALTITUDE OF 
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

Tinogasta Department

● The Tinogasta-Fiambalá area holds a string 
of valleys located at the mountain foothill in 
the southwest of Catamarca.

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

1,484.5 59.4%
Province

Tinogasta
Department

MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Cereza
● Syrah
● Bonarda
● Torrontés Riojano
● MalbecTinogasta Department

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).



Exploring the
Calchaquí Valley



● Mountain valley of 270km that crosses 3 
provinces: Salta, Tucumán and Catamarca.

● Formed 5 million years ago with the ascent of 
the Sierras de Quilmes and Aconquija.

● More than 2.000 years of Calchaquí Diaguita’s 
history.

● Viticultural tradition since the 18th Century. 

● Remarkable effect of terroir: Reds with 
character & Torrontés.

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

Hectares
4,593.3 2.36%

Country

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

● According to the INV the IG 
Calchaquí Valley includes the 
following departments:

● SALTA: CAFAYATE, SAN CARLOS 
Y MOLINOS

● TUCUMÁN: TAFÍ DEL VALLE, 
MONTEROS, FAIMALLÁ Y LULES

● CATAMARCA: SANTA MARÍA, 
BELÉN Y ANDALGALÁ

> NORTH REGION

CALCHAQUÍ VALLEY GI



● Vineyards range from 1,650 masl (5,410 ft) on the valley base around 
Cafayate, to 3,111 masl (10,201 ft) in Altura Máxima (Payogasta, Cachi). 

● Six of the world’s highest vineyards in Argentina are located in the 
Calchaquí Valley and, compared to other regions, it’s a high point in the 
world map of wine.

● 23 small producers are working at over 2,200 masl (7,220 ft) in Upper 
Calchaquí Valley and the neighboring province of Jujuy.

● Producing wine in the Calchaquí Valley is more complicated and more 
expensive than Mendoza due to the lower yields at higher altitudes and 
the lack of infrastructure and suppliers (located mainly in Mendoza).

> NORTH REGION

CALCHAQUÍ VALLEY GI



Salta City
Cafayate

Cachi
Molinos

Santa María
(Catamarca) 

> NORTH REGION

CALCHAQUÍ VALLEY GI
Geography



● The best aspects of wine come from the skins, including color, flavor 
intensity, and concentration of polyphenols.

● The thick skins of the grapes created by extreme conditions of the 
terroir also produce a different flavor profile compared to other regions, 
with strong, spicy aromas of black olives, black fruits, herbal notes and 
muscular tannins.

● Research on high altitude wine health benefits confirm that regular 
consumption of these wines contributes to a longer and more active 
life. 

● This is due to the higher concentration of polyphenols, a naturally 
occurring antioxidant.

> NORTH REGION

CALCHAQUÍ VALLEY GI
The altitude effect
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Red 58.7%
White 17.6%
Pink 23.7%

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE*

184,008.6

94,6%
of the 

country

La Rioja (GI)
3.44%  

Mendoza (GI)
79.79%  

28° 23’ S

67° 42’ W 67° 04’ W 

34° 58’ S

San Juan (GI)
16.77%  

2,000

430

6,562

1,411

ALTITUDE OF 
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

% REGION

● Cuyo is an arid yet fertile region located in the center-west of 
the country, at the foot of the Andes mountain range. It is the 
most prolific region in South America and one of the most 
important worldwide. 

● Cuyo means “country of deserts” in the Huarpe milkayac 
dialect. The region has desertic climate with little vegetation. 

● Most of the rivers come from the meltwater, having its greater 
flow from the spring. Water is stored in reservoirs for human 
consumption and crop irrigation, through a network of 
channels that support the oasis. 

CUYO
> REGION



MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Malbec
● Torrontés Riojano
● Cabernet Sauvignon
● Syrah
● Bonarda

REGION
CUYO

VARIETIES
Distribution by color 
(vinification)*

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

6,285.2

3.23%
of the 

country

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

Red 58.7%
White 17.6%
Pink 23.7%

CUYO REGION Hectares % Totalvariety 
in Argentina % Total Region

RED GRAPE VARIETIES 108.091,6 93,91% 58,74%
Malbec 42.982,5 92,70% 23,36%
Bonarda 17.532,3 98,98% 9,53%
Cabernet Sauvignon 12.544,5 90,89% 6,82%
Syrah 11.099,3 96,54% 6,03%
Tempranillo 5.240,0 99,15% 2,85%
Merlot 4.188,3 86,44% 2,28%
Pinot Noir 1.495,4 74,91% 0,81%
Cabernet Franc 1.421,2 90,57% 0,77%
Tannat 660,5 77,63% 0,36%
Petit Verdot 600,9 92,04% 0,33%
Other red varieties 10.326,7 98,08% 5,61%
WHITE GRAPE VARIETIES 32.301,6 93,40% 17,55%
Pedro Giménez 9.233,1 99,17% 5,02%
Torrontés Riojano 6.051,6 81,79% 3,29%
Chardonnay 5.418,1 94,90% 2,94%
Moscatel de Alejandría 2.124,8 98,50% 1,15%
Sauvignon Blanc 1.686,5 88,55% 0,92%
Chenin 1.642,5 99,04% 0,89%
Torrontés Sanjuanino 1.440,4 96,09% 0,78%
Viognier 633,5 95,96% 0,34%
Semillón 562,3 91,19% 0,31%
Torrontés Mendocino 467,1 86,77% 0,25%
Riesling 53,9 72,74% 0,03%
Other white varieties 2.987,8 97,66% 1,62%
PINK GRAPE VARIETIES 43.615,4 97,31% 23,70%
Cereza 24.415,7 95,93% 13,27%
Criolla Grande 12.833,4 99,89% 6,97%
Criolla Chica 256,2 79,49% 0,14%
Criolla Mediana 7,4 98,67% 0,00%
Other pink varieties 6.102,7 98,53% 3,32%
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REGION
CUYO



Geographical 
Indications (GIs)

LA RIOJA
➔ Arauco
➔ Castro Barros
➔ Chilecito
➔ Famatina
➔ Felipe Varela
➔ General Lamadrid
➔ La Rioja Argentina
➔ San Blas de los Sauces
➔ Sanagasta
➔ Valle de Chañarmuyo
➔ Valles del Famatina
➔ Vinchina

SAN JUAN
➔ 25 de Mayo
➔ 9 de Julio
➔ Albardón
➔ Angaco
➔ Barreal
➔ Calingasta / Valle de Calingasta
➔ Caucete
➔ Chimbas
➔ Iglesia
➔ Jáchal
➔ Pocito
➔ Pozo de los Algarrobos
➔ Rawson
➔ Rivadavia
➔ San Juan
➔ San Martín
➔ Santa Lucía
➔ Sarmiento
➔ Ullum
➔ Valle del Pedernal
➔ Valle del Tulum
➔ Valle Fértil
➔ Valle de Zonda
➔ Zonda

MENDOZA
➔ Agrelo
➔ Barrancas
➔ Canota / Valle de Canota
➔ Distrito Medrano
➔ El Paraíso
➔ General Alvear
➔ Godoy Cruz
➔ Guaymallén
➔ Junín
➔ La Consulta
➔ La Paz
➔ Las Compuertas
➔ Las Heras
➔ Lavalle - Desierto de Lavalle
➔ Los Chacayes
➔ Luján de Cuyo (DOC)
➔ Lunlunta
➔ Maipú

➔ Mendoza
➔ Pampa el Cepillo
➔ Paraje Altamira
➔ Rivadavia
➔ Russel
➔ San Carlos
➔ San Martín
➔ San Rafael (DOC)
➔ San Pablo
➔ Santa Rosa
➔ Tunuyán
➔ Tupungato / Valle de Tupungato
➔ Valle de Uco
➔ Vista Flores

CUYO

REGION
CUYO WINESOFARGENTINA.COM

winesofargentina

@winesofarg



> CUYO REGION

The influence of the Andes

NAZCA PLATE
40 – 53 MM/Y

SOUTH AMERICAN PLATE
27 – 34 MM/Y

570 
Million years

Pampean orogenic cycle Famatinian orogenic cycle Frontal Cordillera orogenic cycle

Researchers in the early 21st Century were 
able to determine that the uplift started 
about 25 million years ago.

400
Million years



> CUYO REGION

Vineyard 
Area

Cordillera Principal C. Frontal Precordillera
10-2 MA20-0 MA

RÍO MENDOZA BASIN
• Covers 9.500 km2
• 1612 glaciers today
• Used to be bigger 20.000 

years ago when the last 
glaciation finished.

THE ANDES RANGE 
IS A MULTI-TIME & 
MULTI-EPISODIC 
EVENT 5-0 MA

The influence of the Andes
Mountain Range



> CUYO REGION

The influence of the Andes
Soil examples

ALLUVIAL SOILS: 
IT’S NOT ALL THE 
SAME

LOS CHACAYES FAN

TUNUYÁN RIVER 
FAN Viticultural Area



> CUYO REGION

RÍO TUNUYÁN

LOS CHACAYES

The influence of the Andes
Soil examples



LA RIOJA
CUYO



28° 24’ S

68° 13’ W 66° 56’ W 

> CUYO REGION

LA RIOJA

19°C
66°F

TEMPERATURE
Annual Avg.

130 mm/year

5.1 in/year

RAINFALL

Hectares
6,337.0 3.26%

Country
3.44%

Region

Red 53.51%
White 37.55%
Pink 8.94%

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

1,850

770

6,070 

2,526
ALTITUDE OF 
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

● The cultivated surface is 
located in the Famatina 
Valleys GI, to the west of La 
Rioja, between the Sierras 
de Velasco and Famatina.

● Torrontés Riojano is by far 
the most relevant varietal 
cultivated in the province.

Annual Avg.

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

29° 19’ S



CUYO REGION
LA RIOJA

● Torrontés Riojano
● Malbec
● Cabernet Sauvignon
● Bonarda
● Syrah
● Cereza

MAIN 
VARIETIES

VARIETIES
Distribution by color 
(vinification)*

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

6,337.0

3.26%
of the 

country

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

Red 53.51%
White 37.55%
Pink 8.94%

LA RIOJA Hectares % Country % Region % Province % Colour

Red grapes (vinification) 3390,9 1,74% 1,84% 53,51% 100,00%
Malbec 817,8 0,42% 0,44% 12,91% 24,12%
Cabernet Sauvignon 701,2 0,36% 0,38% 11,07% 20,68%
Bonarda 591,9 0,30% 0,32% 9,34% 17,46%
Syrah 576,3 0,30% 0,31% 9,09% 17,00%
Merlot 127,0 0,07% 0,07% 2,00% 3,75%
Tempranillo 47,3 0,02% 0,03% 0,75% 1,39%
Petit Verdot 39,4 0,02% 0,02% 0,62% 1,16%
Cabernet Franc 27,4 0,01% 0,01% 0,43% 0,81%
Tannat 13,1 0,01% 0,01% 0,21% 0,39%
Pinot Noir 4,6 0,00% 0,00% 0,07% 0,14%
Other red varieties 444,9 0,23% 0,24% 7,02% 13,12%
White grapes (vinification) 2379,8 1,22% 1,29% 37,55% 100,00%
Torrontés Riojano 1917,4 0,99% 1,04% 30,26% 80,57%
Moscatel de Alejandría 271,6 0,14% 0,15% 4,29% 11,41%
Chardonnay 59,2 0,03% 0,03% 0,93% 2,49%
Pedro Giménez 22,7 0,01% 0,01% 0,36% 0,95%
Chenin 17,2 0,01% 0,01% 0,27% 0,72%
Viognier 19,4 0,01% 0,01% 0,31% 0,82%
Sauvignon Blanc 14,9 0,01% 0,01% 0,24% 0,63%
Torrontés Sanjuanino 6,5 0,00% 0,00% 0,10% 0,27%
Semillón 5,6 0,00% 0,00% 0,09% 0,24%
Riesling 0,6 0,00% 0,00% 0,01% 0,03%
Other white varieties 44,7 0,02% 0,02% 0,71% 1,88%
Pink grapes (vinification) 566,3 0,29% 0,31% 8,94% 100,00%
Cereza 441,5 0,23% 0,24% 6,97% 77,96%
Criolla Chica 33,9 0,02% 0,02% 0,53% 5,99%
Criolla Grande 15,4 0,01% 0,01% 0,24% 2,72%
Other pink varieties 75,5 0,04% 0,04% 1,19% 13,33%



FAMATINA
The grapevines receive intense sunlight irradiation 
during the day and experience cool nights. This leads to 
a prolonged growth period in which grapes take the time 
to develop complexity in flavors and acidity.

The North-South orientation along the edge of The 
Andes creates a wind tunnel whose benefit is the 
augmentation of ventilation. Dry winds together with 
scarce precipitations imply a low disease threat for the 
grapevine.

Soils in Famatina are sandy and alluvial. The scarce 
rainfall and soils with good drainage assure producers 
great control over grapevines and, by limiting irrigation, 
they can produce vigorous and highly concentrated 
fruits.

Red wines, especially those from Famatina Valley, 
possess color of medium intensity, with violet tones and 
aromas that reveal the fruit’s maturity.

WINESOFARGENTINA.COM

winesofargentina

@winesofarg

CUYO REGION
LA RIOJA

Geographical 
Indications (GIs)

LA RIOJA
➔ Arauco
➔ Castro Barros
➔ Chilecito
➔ Famatina
➔ Felipe Varela
➔ General Lamadrid
➔ La Rioja Argentina
➔ San Blas de los Sauces
➔ Sanagasta
➔ Valle de Chañarmuyo
➔ Valles del Famatina
➔ Vinchina



SAN JUAN
CUYO



30° 13’ S

69° 25’ W 68° 25’ W 

> CUYO REGION

SAN JUAN

17°C
63°F

TEMPERATURE
Annual Avg.

150 mm/year

5.5 in/year

RAINFALL

Hectares
30,856.2 15.86%

Country
16.77%

Region

Red 37.75%
White 25.68%
Pink 36.57%

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

2,000

550

6,562 

1,805
ALTITUDE OF 
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

● Located on the western edge of 
Argentina, at the foot of the Andes. A 
territory dominated by mountains 
that occupy more than 80% of its 
surface. 

● The viticultural activity is positioned 
in a series of valleys spread across the 
center-west of the province (GIs): 
Pedernal, Calingasta, Zonda, Ullum, 
Iglesia and Jáchal.

● 2nd most cultivated wine province in 
Argentina (after Mendoza).

Annual Avg.

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

31° 59’ S

The weather is warm and very dry. These valleys 
have an annual average temperature of 17°C, 
precipitations of 140 mm per year.

This region’s climatic conditions have a high impact 
on the wine’s differentiating quality. This 
characteristic is explained by the unique sun 
exposure of an average of 330 days a year, the low 
level of precipitations and weather phenomena. 
Thus, the high quality of wines can be sustained in 
the long-term. In addition, this region is characterized 
by the low risk of late freezes and hailstone. 

The soils in San Juan are varied although mainly 
aluvional. They hold certain singularities such as 
sandy extensions towards the East of Tulum Valley 
and a spreading of calcareous soils in Zonda.

The distinctive features of San Juan wines are 
sweetness and remarkable fruit presence.

● Continental climate, dry and warm 
(Winkler V, IV, III and II)

● Excellent luminosity.



CUYO REGION
SAN JUAN

● Malbec
● Torrontés
● Syrah
● Pedro Giménez
● Moscatel de Alejandría

MAIN 
VARIETIES

VARIETIES
Distribution by color 
(vinification)*

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

30,856.2

15.86%
of the 

country

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

Red 37.75%
White 25.68%
Pink 36.57%

SAN JUAN Hectares % Country % Region % Province % Colour

Red grapes (vinification) 11649,4 5,99% 6,33% 37,75% 100,00%
Malbec 2916,7 1,50% 1,59% 9,45% 25,04%
Syrah 2332,2 1,20% 1,27% 7,56% 20,02%
Bonarda 2116,9 1,09% 1,15% 6,86% 18,17%
Cabernet Sauvignon 1349,0 0,69% 0,73% 4,37% 11,58%
Merlot 339,1 0,17% 0,18% 1,10% 2,91%
Tannat 283,2 0,15% 0,15% 0,92% 2,43%
Tempranillo 146,1 0,08% 0,08% 0,47% 1,25%
Cabernet Franc 128,4 0,07% 0,07% 0,42% 1,10%
Petit Verdot 95,3 0,05% 0,05% 0,31% 0,82%
Pinot Noir 27,6 0,01% 0,01% 0,09% 0,24%
Other red varieties 1914,9 0,98% 1,04% 6,21% 16,44%
White grapes (vinification) 7923,7 4,07% 4,31% 25,68% 100,00%
Pedro Giménez 2124,5 1,09% 1,15% 6,89% 26,81%
Moscatel de Alejandría 1617,6 0,83% 0,88% 5,24% 20,41%
Torrontés Sanjuanino 1309,4 0,67% 0,71% 4,24% 16,53%
Torrontés Riojano 774,4 0,40% 0,42% 2,51% 9,77%
Chardonnay 648,2 0,33% 0,35% 2,10% 8,18%
Torrontés Mendocino 320,8 0,16% 0,17% 1,04% 4,05%
Sauvignon Blanc 225,2 0,12% 0,12% 0,73% 2,84%
Chenin 190,3 0,10% 0,10% 0,62% 2,40%
Viognier 190,2 0,10% 0,10% 0,62% 2,40%
Semillón 33,6 0,02% 0,02% 0,11% 0,42%
Riesling 7,1 0,00% 0,00% 0,02% 0,09%
Other white varieties 482,4 0,25% 0,26% 1,56% 6,09%
Pink grapes (vinification) 11283,1 5,80% 6,13% 36,57% 100,00%
Cereza 10481,9 5,39% 5,70% 33,97% 92,90%
Criolla Grande 406,6 0,21% 0,22% 1,32% 3,60%
Criolla Chica 78,2 0,04% 0,04% 0,25% 0,69%
Criolla Mediana 6,6 0,00% 0,00% 0,02% 0,06%
Other pink varieties 309,8 0,16% 0,17% 1,00% 2,75%
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CUYO REGION
SAN JUAN

Geographical 
Indications (GIs)

SAN JUAN
➔ 25 de Mayo
➔ 9 de Julio
➔ Albardón
➔ Angaco
➔ Barreal
➔ Calingasta / Valle de 

Calingasta
➔ Caucete
➔ Chimbas
➔ Iglesia
➔ Jáchal
➔ Pocito
➔ Pozo de los Algarrobos
➔ Rawson
➔ Rivadavia
➔ San Juan
➔ San Martín
➔ Santa Lucía
➔ Sarmiento
➔ Ullum
➔ Valle del Pedernal
➔ Valle del Tulum
➔ Valle Fértil
➔ Valle de Zonda
➔ Zonda



● Historically San Juan played 
a key role in the wine 
industry.

● Wine tradition since 17th 
Century. Historical producer 
of table wines.

● 1990's | Regions of altitude, 
cold climates.

● 2000's | Global recognition 
for its wines.

> CUYO REGION

HIGHLIGHTS

SAN JUAN
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Tulum
ValleyCalingasta Zonda

Valley

Pedernal
Valley

SAN JUAN
Geographical Indications

Ullum

Tulum
Valley

Calingasta

Ullum

Zonda
Valley

Pedernal
Valley

SAN JUAN



32°38’ S
68° 53’ W 28 °C

82 °F
TEMPERATURE

Annual Avg.

150 mm/year

5.5 in/year

RAINFALL
LOCATION

VITICULTURAL AREA

Annual Avg.

● Located in the southwest part of the 
province, 90 km (56 miles) from the city of 
San Juan, between two precordilleras and 
protected by hills.

● Landscape of hillsides with different 
orientations, exposures, altitudes and slopes.

● Pedernal Valley GI was approved in 2007.
● Continental, arid and desert climate. For its 

average temperatures, it is Winkler III zone.

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

820 2.66%
Province

MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Malbec, Cabernet 
Franc, Syrah, 
Sauvignon Blanc, 
Chardonnay, 
Gewurztraminer

1,500

1,250
5,000 

4,500
ALTITUDE OF 
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

> CUYO REGION > SAN JUAN

Pedernal Valley GI
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Pedernal Valley GI



CONTINENT

CARBONIC
PLATFORM

● The Sierras of Pedernal and the 
Sierra de Los Pozos constitute a unit 
of the Eastern Precordillera, which is 
composed of rocks from the 
Cambrian period, from the Paleozoic 
geological era, formed more than 
485 million years ago.

● The rocks of these ranges are of 
marine origin, formed in a marine 
sedimentary environment of 
carbonaceous platform, composed 
mainly of limestones and alternating 
dolomites with Black Flint (a silicon 
oxide).

> CUYO REGION > SAN JUAN

Pedernal Valley GI
Soil origin

SOIL ORIGIN
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DEVONIAN
416-359 million 
years (detritic 
sedimentary rocks, 
no limestone)

Fragments of 
different 
mineralogical 
composition that 
moved eastward. 

Limestone 
soils of 
geological 
source

EASTERN PRECORDILLERA 

> CUYO REGION > SAN JUAN

Pedernal Valley GI
Soil formation

ORDOVICIAN510 to 480 million 
years. Marine sedimentary environment - Limestone.



> CUYO REGION > SAN JUAN

Pedernal Valley GI
Soil formation



The soils of Pedernal mix elements of 
varying antiquity.

● Eastern slopes (Sierra de Pedernal 
and Los Pozos) Cambrian origin, 
from the Palaeozoic era (485 
million years). Rocks of marine 
origin: limestones, dolomites and 
Pedernal negro. Calcareous 
material of geological origin.

● Western slopes (Sierra del Tontal 
and Santa Clara) Upper Cretaceous 
origin (85 million years). Colluvial 
and alluvial material with trailing 
rocks that define the sedentary 
filling of the valley combined with 
calcareous rock.

> CUYO REGION > SAN JUAN

Pedernal Valley GI
Soil composition

● Alluvial and colluvial soils. Sandy loam soils rich 
in calcareous and flint (pedernales) rocks.

● Good porosity in all the pit, this allows the roots 
explore it completely.



> CUYO REGION > SAN JUAN

Pedernal Valley GI
Soil composition

Calcareous rocks that -by different 
weathering processes and with the 
passage of time- were fragmented 
and displaced by natural transport 
agents from the mountains to the 
west of the valley.

From the mountainous chains of the 
West (Andes) and by similar 
processes acting on different parent 
rocks, fragments of different 
mineralogical composition originated 
that moved towards the East, 
constituting part of the sedimentary 
fill of the valley.



31°30’ S
69° 30’ W

23 °C
73 °F

THERMAL
AMPLITUDE

Annual Avg.

>50/100 mm/year

>1.9/3.9in/year

RAINFALL
LOCATION

Annual Avg.

● 100km long valley, located between the 
Cordillera de los Andes (W) and Precordillera 
(E).

● Planted in mid 20th Century mainly with 
Criolla (native) grapes: Moscatel blanco, 
Torrontés Sanjuanino y Listán Prieto.

● Development is currently focused on red 
varieties. 

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

207.9 0.67%
Province

MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Malbec
● Cabernet Sauvignon
● Syrah
● Torrontés Sanjuanino
● Cabernet Franc

1,750

1,350
5,741 

4,429
ALTITUDE OF 
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

> CUYO REGION > SAN JUAN

Calingasta GI

Mainly alluvial soil, with 
several deposits, some 
coluvial.

SOIL 350 days of sun a year



MENDOZA
CUYO



32° 43’ S

69° 15’ W 67° 33’ W 

> CUYO REGION

MENDOZA

15°/ 19°C
59°/ 66 °F
TEMPERATURE

Annual Avg.

RAINFALL

Hectares
146,815.4 75.8%

Country
79.8%

Region

Red 63.38%
White 14.98%
Pink 21.64%

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

2,000

430

6,562 

1,411
ALTITUDE OF 
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

● Mendoza’s the most important wine 
province and one of the main 
producing centres in the world.

● The presence of the Andes shape the 
climate generating ideal conditions 
for the cultivation of vines.

● It is divided into 5 large sub-regions: 
Valle de Uco GI; Primera Zona; 
Northern oasis; the East and the 
South.

mm/Year

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

34° 58’ S

Mendoza 220
Napa Valley  599
Melbourne 656
Bordeaux  851



CUYO REGION
MENDOZA

● Malbec
● Bonarda
● Cereza
● Criolla Grande
● Cabernet Sauvignon

MAIN 
VARIETIES

VARIETIES
Distribution by color 
(vinification)*

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

146,815.4

75.8%
of the 

country

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

Red 63.38%
White 14.98%
Pink 21.64%

MENDOZA Hectares % Country % Region % Province % Colour

Red grapes (vinification) 93051,3 47,84% 50,57% 63,38% 100,00%
Malbec 39248,0 20,18% 21,33% 26,73% 42,18%
Bonarda 14823,5 7,62% 8,06% 10,10% 15,93%
Cabernet Sauvignon 10494,3 5,40% 5,70% 7,15% 11,28%
Syrah 8190,8 4,21% 4,45% 5,58% 8,80%
Tempranillo 5046,6 2,59% 2,74% 3,44% 5,42%
Merlot 3722,2 1,91% 2,02% 2,54% 4,00%
Pinot Noir 1463,2 0,75% 0,80% 1,00% 1,57%
Cabernet Franc 1265,4 0,65% 0,69% 0,86% 1,36%
Tannat 364,2 0,19% 0,20% 0,25% 0,39%
Petit Verdot 466,2 0,24% 0,25% 0,32% 0,50%
Other red varieties 7966,9 4,10% 4,33% 5,43% 8,56%
White grapes (vinification) 21998,1 11,31% 11,95% 14,98% 100,00%

Pedro Giménez 7085,9 3,64% 3,85% 4,83% 32,21%
Chardonnay 4710,7 2,42% 2,56% 3,21% 21,41%
Torrontés Riojano 3359,8 1,73% 1,83% 2,29% 15,27%
Sauvignon Blanc 1446,4 0,74% 0,79% 0,99% 6,58%
Chenin 1435,0 0,74% 0,78% 0,98% 6,52%
Semillón 523,1 0,27% 0,28% 0,36% 2,38%
Viognier 423,9 0,22% 0,23% 0,29% 1,93%
Moscatel de Alejandría 235,6 0,12% 0,13% 0,16% 1,07%
Torrontés Mendocino 146,3 0,08% 0,08% 0,10% 0,67%
Torrontés Sanjuanino 124,5 0,06% 0,07% 0,08% 0,57%
Riesling 46,2 0,02% 0,03% 0,03% 0,21%
Other white varieties 2460,7 1,27% 1,34% 1,68% 11,19%

Pink grapes (vinification) 31766,0 16,33% 17,26% 21,64% 100,00%
Cereza 13492,3 6,94% 7,33% 9,19% 42,47%
Criolla Grande 12411,4 6,38% 6,75% 8,45% 39,07%
Criolla Chica 144,1 0,07% 0,08% 0,10% 0,45%
Criolla Mediana 0,8 0,00% 0,00% 0,00% 0,00%
Other pink varieties 5717,4 2,94% 3,11% 3,89% 18,00%
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CUYO REGION
MENDOZA

Geographical 
Indications (GIs)
MENDOZA
➔ Agrelo
➔ Barrancas
➔ Canota / Valle de Canota
➔ Distrito Medrano
➔ El Paraíso
➔ General Alvear
➔ Godoy Cruz
➔ Guaymallén
➔ Junín
➔ La Consulta
➔ La Paz
➔ Las Compuertas
➔ Las Heras
➔ Lavalle - Desierto de Lavalle
➔ Los Chacayes
➔ Luján de Cuyo (DOC)
➔ Lunlunta
➔ Maipú
➔ Mendoza
➔ Pampa el Cepillo
➔ Paraje Altamira
➔ Rivadavia
➔ Russel
➔ San Carlos
➔ San Martín
➔ San Rafael (DOC)
➔ San Pablo
➔ Santa Rosa
➔ Tunuyán
➔ Tupungato / Valle de 

Tupungato
➔ Valle de Uco
➔ Vista Flores



>MENDOZA

PRIMERA ZONA
Luján de Cuyo & Maipú
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CUYO REGION
MENDOZA

Geographical 
Indications (GIs)

PRIMERA 
ZONA

MENDOZA
➔ Agrelo
➔ Barrancas
➔ El Paraíso
➔ Las Compuertas
➔ Luján de Cuyo
➔ Lunlunta
➔ Maipú
➔ Russel



Hectares
13,029.9

CountryProvinceHectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

26,476.1 18% 13.6%

PRIMERA ZONA 33.2%
Total Malbec 

in Mendoza

28.1%
Total Malbec 
in Argentina

MALBEC

Maipú

Luján de Cuyo

> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA

PRIMERA ZONA

Luján de 
Cuyo

Maipú
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PRIMERA ZONA
Brief History - The beginnings

20lts
Per capita (2017)

● 17th & 18th Century: 1st vineyards in 
Mendoza. Family own and handcraft 
viticulture of ‘criollas’ grapes.

● 1850's: beginning of industrial viticulture. 
European varieties planted. 

● 1880: Railway arrives to Mendoza bringing 
European immigration, also helping to 
develop the wine consumption market in 
Buenos Aires.

● 70's: Maximum historical consumption per 
capita: 90 lts.

● 80's: Changes in consumer habits. 
Viticultural crisis.

● 90's: Commercial opening to the world. 
International advisors. Wine reconversion.



> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA

● Large scale irrigation network using 
water from Mendoza River.

● Primera Zona holds 40% of 
Argentina’s wineries.

● City advancement over vineyard 
areas.

● 1990: D.O.C. Luján de Cuyo. 

PRIMERA ZONA
Brief History - 20th Century

1990

2016



> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA

PRIMERA ZONA
Past & Present

● Flood Irrigation only

● Trellising: low trellis VSP and Parral.                     

● High density cultivation: 1.80 m X 1 m          
(5000 to 6000 pl / ha)

● Root-stock.

● Mass selections.

● Vines: French, Italian, Spanish and Criolla.

● Fine wines and table red and white wines

● Flood and drip irrigation.

● Conduction system: low trellis and 
high trellis.

● Low density cultivation: 2.2 meters X 
1.2 meters (3000 to 4000 pl / ha)

● Grafted/ungrafted rootstock.

● Mass selections of old vineyards and 
clones.

● French varietals.

● Fine wines, mainly reds.

ORIGINS PRESENT DAY
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PRIMERA ZONA
Climate

700 m

900 m
1000 m

1500 m



> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA

PRIMERA ZONA
Climate

Gualtallary, Cachi, 
Chubut

Gualtallary, San Pablo

Lunlunta, Cruz de Piedra, 
Cafayate

Coquimbito, La Paz, 
Santa Rosa

Gualtallary, Paraje Altamira,
Agrelo, Las Compuertas



> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA

PRIMERA ZONA
Terroir - Proximal Alluvial fan
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PRIMERA ZONA
Terroir - Proximal Alluvial fan



CountryProvince

> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > PRIMERA ZONA

Luján de Cuyo GI

Luján de 
Cuyo 

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

15,544.8 10.6% 8%

Hectares
8,975.9 22.9%

Total Malbec 
in Mendoza

19.3%
Total Malbec 
in Argentina

● Located to the south of Mendoza 
City, on the pre-cordillera.

● It is composed of 15 districts, 
some of them are GIs: Agrelo and 
Las Compuertas.

● It is one of the 2 DOC in Mendoza, 
together with San Rafael. 

MALBEC
LUJÁN DE CUYO
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Luján de Cuyo GI



(GI)

> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > PRIMERA ZONA

Luján de Cuyo GI
Subregions

(GI)

Vineyard area

LAS COMPUERTAS (GI)
Soil Composition

Sedimentary 
plain

Luján de 
Cuyo



4,054

CountryProvince

> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > PRIMERA ZONA

Maipú GI

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

10,931.3 7.4% 5.6%

MAIPÚ

Hectares

10.3%
Total Malbec 

in Mendoza

8.7%
Total Malbec 
in Argentina

● Located in Mendoza city’s 
southeast boundary, between 
Luján de Cuyo and the eastern 
departments of Mendoza.

● It is composed of 12 districts, 
some of them are GIs: 

○ Barrancas
○ El Paraíso
○ Lunlunta
○ Russel

MALBEC

Maipú
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Maipú GI



(GI) (GI)

> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > PRIMERA ZONA

Maipú GI
Subregions

Maipú



CUYO REGION
MENDOZA

Geographical 
Indications (GIs)

EAST
OASIS

MENDOZA
➔ Junín
➔ Rivadavia
➔ Distrito Medrano
➔ San Martín
➔ Santa Rosa

WINESOFARGENTINA.COM

winesofargentina

@winesofarg
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CUYO REGION
MENDOZA

Geographical 
Indications (GIs)

SOUTH
OASIS

MENDOZA
➔ General Alvear
➔ San Rafael (DOC)



>MENDOZA

UCO VALLEY 
Tunuyán | Tupungato | San Carlos



UCO VALLEY

CUYO REGION
MENDOZA

Geographical 
Indications (GIs)

UCO VALLEY
➔ La Consulta
➔ Los Chacayes
➔ Pampa el Cepillo
➔ Paraje Altamira
➔ San Carlos
➔ San Pablo
➔ Tunuyán
➔ Tupungato / Valle de 

Tupungato
➔ Valle de Uco
➔ Vista Flores

WINESOFARGENTINA.COM

winesofargentina

@winesofarg
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UCO VALLEY GI

● Valley formed by the graben of 
the Tunuyán River, a tectonic 
depression.

● Crossed by several rivers and 
streams –Tunuyán being the 
largest- all converge on The 
Zampal, like a fan, where they run 
towards the plain.

● Rivers, winds and volcanic 
eruptions generated sedimentary 
plains where vines are planted, 
among other crops.

● New plantations raised the need 
to characterise the terroir of the 
Uco Valley.

Tupungato GI

San Carlos GI

Tunuyán GI

MENDOZA
CITY

Tunuyán River

Las Tunas River
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UCO VALLEY GI
Cultivated Surface

Hectares
16,051.2

CountryProvinceHectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

29,105 19.8% 14.9%

UCO VALLEY 40.9%
Total Malbec 

in Mendoza

34.6%
Total Malbec 
in Argentina

MALBEC

Tupungato

Tunuyán

San Carlos
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UCO VALLEY GI
Brief History

● 16th Century, Jesuits missionaries were the 
first colonizers that planted vines.

● During the 20th Century Uco Valley 
specialized in the cultivation of fruit and 
vegetables, with some key places for vines: La 
Consulta, Eugenio Bustos, Vista Flores

● A book of 1922, written by oenologist 
Leopoldo Suárez, reported 16 wineries in San 
Carlos Department.

● Also a book of the same author, reported in 
1911 the potential of calcareous soils for 
Semillon and other grapes, like Malbec.



Villa Seca

PARAJE 
ALTAMIRA

Eugenio 
Bustos

La Consulta

Vista 
Flores

Los Chacayes

Campo 
Los Andes

Los Indios
El Cepillo

> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY

San Carlos 

San Carlos
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San Carlos | Paraje Altamira GI

● Located in San Carlos, on the alluvial 
cone of the Tunuyán River.

● Planted in 1900. For the very first part 
of 20th Century it was considered a 
qualitative place.

● As it is not a political district, it is a 
renowned place without clear 
boundaries. 

● Therefore, the name of Altamira was 
commonly used to point out an 
imprecise place in San Carlos. It 
derives from the panoramic view it 
offers from the highest point.

● Since 2000, it has experienced a 
marked growth in cultivated area. 
The red grapes are renowned for 
their colour and acidity.

● Paraje Altamira GI was approved in 
2013, then expanded in 2016.
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San Carlos | Paraje Altamira GI
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San Carlos | Paraje Altamira GI
Terroir



PARAJE ALTAMIRA
Winkler Index 1926 (Class III 

– Temperate Warm)
Average rainfall 261 mm/y

LA CONSULTA
Winkler Index 1964 (Class III 

– Temperate Warm)
Average rainfall 292 mm/y

Eugenio Bustos
Winkler Index 1926 (Class 

III – Temperate Warm)
Average rainfall 147 mm/y

> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY

San Carlos | Paraje Altamira GI
Climate



900 m

1200 m

1100 m

1000 m

1600 m
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San Carlos | Paraje Altamira GI
Altitude and Temperatures
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San Carlos | Paraje Altamira GI
Soils



● 2009: The need to separate it from La Consulta 
by soil type.

● The alluvial cone of Tunuyán River was the 
physical factor for the delimitation.

● Paraje Altamira GI was approved in 2013, then 
expanded in 2016.

> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY

San Carlos | Paraje Altamira GI
Soils
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San Carlos | Paraje Altamira GI
Soil profile

La Consulta

Los Indios
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San Carlos | Paraje Altamira GI
Soil profile comparison

P. Altamira

Los Indios

La Consulta

Pampa 
El Cepillo



> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY

San Carlos | Paraje Altamira GI
Soils 



> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY

San Carlos | Los Indios
Eugenio Bustos



> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY

San Carlos
La Consulta GI



CountryProvinceHectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

10,394.9 7.1% 5.3%

> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY 

Tupungato

Tupungato GI

MENDOZA
CITY

Tunuyán River

Las Tunas River

Hectares
4,796.4

TUPUNGATO 12.2%
Total Malbec 

in Mendoza

10.3%
Total Malbec 
in Argentina

MALBEC

Tupungato



> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY 

Tupungato

● It's been part of a Jesuit 
encomienda since 17th Century.

● The valley has been farmed with 
orchards, vineyards and 
horticultural crops since the 
beginning of 20th Century.

● Flood irrigation was common 
until mid 90's. Since then, drip 
irrigation has become more 
popular mainly on slopes and 
difficult topographies.

● The personality and uniqueness 
of the wines has attracted the 
attention of wine critics and 
consumers worldwide.

● Tupungato is the only approved 
GI. Gualtallary is a GI in process 
of approval.



Tupungato

Cordón del 
Plata

Gualtallary

La Carrera

El Peral

La Arboleda

Villa 
Bastías

San José

> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY 

Tupungato | Gualtallary

MENDOZA
CITY

Gualtallary 
boundaries

MENDOZA
CITY

Las Tunas River

West: The Andes range, 
the border with Chile; 
East: Route 89
North: El Peral district 
South: Las Tunas River

● Gualtallary is one of the most 
exciting wine regions of South 
America due to the combination 
of its most diverse climates and 
soils.

● It has already been requested as a 
GI by grape growers & a winery 
consortium.

● There are over 20,000 ha of 
agricultural land. Only 2,200 ha 
are planted to date.

● There is limited access to water 
trough wells or surface water 
rights from Las Tunas dam.



> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY 

Tupungato | Gualtallary
Terroir



1200m

900m

700m

1000m

1400m

1600m

60km

730 Kms. ALSACE TO FLORENCE

> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY 

Tupungato | Gualtallary
Altitude and Climate



1100m

1300m

1500m

1700m

1900m

2200m

Gualtallary 
1450m

> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY 

Tupungato | Gualtallary
Altitude and Radiation

UV RADIATION ACCORDING TO ALTITUDE



● Gualtallary goes from 1,080 mts (3,500 ft) to 2,200 mts (7,200 ft) east-west.

● There is a difference of 6°C from the base to the top, as the average 
temperature drops 1°C every 150 meters.

● Applying Winkler (degree-days or heat summation from budbreak until 
harvest), the result is:

○ Winkler I from (+/-) 1,500 meters ( 5,000 feet)  onwards.

○ Winkler II in a range that goes (+/-) 1,300( 4,200 feet) to 1,500 meters 
(5,000 feet)

○ Winkler III in a range that goes (+/-) 1,080 ( 3,500 feet)  to 1,300 
meters (4,200 feet).

> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY 

Tupungato | Gualtallary
Altitude and Climate 



1200m

1400m

1600m

> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY 

Tupungato | Gualtallary
Terroir



> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY 

Tupungato | Gualtallary
Soils



● ALLUVIAL DEPOSITS FROM LAS TUNAS RIVER
The alluvial cone of the river delimits three terraces; 2 and 3 are plantation 
areas. They have similar compositions, pebbles, sand (75/80%), silt (15/20%) 
and clay (2/5%).

● COLLUVIAL DEPOSITS FROM THE FRONTAL MOUNTAIN RANGE
They occupy small areas around the mountain range. They are not 
relevant nowadays from the point of view of new plantings.

● WIND BLOWN DEPOSITS
They form an extensive area in the heart of the GI, between Las 
Huayquerías and Las Tunas stream. Formed by loess with variable depth.

● SUPERFICIAL BEDROCK
Extremely rare plantings over calcium carbonate coated stones  & stone 
encrusted calcareous mother rock.

> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY 

Tupungato | Gualtallary
A unique geology with astonishing diversity



> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY 

Tupungato | Gualtallary
Soils - The CO3Ca Index

CaCO3 Index

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calcium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbonate


> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY 

Tupungato | Gualtallary
Soils 

Ca

CALCAREOUS SOILS

● These are desert soils with the typical small bush vegetation 
in which the leaching of the calcium carbonates by the 
alluviums takes place, moving the mineral to deeper 
horizons.

● There, the calcium builds up and solidifies forming a hard 
coarse rock called caliche as well as coating the stones with a 
white patina of chalk..

● This type of soil is the most frequent in Gualtallary.



> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY 

Tupungato | Gualtallary
Soils 



> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY 

Tupungato | Gualtallary
Soils 



> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY 

Tupungato | La Carrera
Terroir

13 °C
55.2 °F

TEMPERATURE
Annual Avg.

500/700 mm/year

19/27 in/year

RAINFALL
Annual Avg.

● It is located at the northwest of Chubut, on 
the banks of the Chubut River. 

● Full-bodied wines, with less acidity.  White 
wines: quite fleshy and can be aged in oak. 

● Varietals: the most outstanding is 
Chardonnay. There is also an 
unprecedented variety in Argentina, a 
white grape called "corniola bianca“. 

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

33°15’ S
69° 15’ W

LOCATION
VITICULTURAL AREA

Languiñeo
Department

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

4 0.003%
Province

MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Sauvignon Blanc
● Chardonnay
● Riesling
● Pinot Noir

Languiñeo
Department

1,900

1,650
6,233 

5,413
ALTITUDE OF 
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl



SAN JOSÉ & VILLA BASTÍASLA CARRERA & EL PERAL

> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA

Tupungato 
Other relevant districts non GIs

● Old vineyards developed in the early 
20th Century.

● Altitude ranges from 1,050 m (3,500 feet) 
to 1,200 m (4,000 ft).

● This area is mostly planted with cherry, 
walnuts and vineyards.

● Predominantly small grapegrowers.
● Chardonnay is widely planted.
● Alluvial and colluvial soils.
● Both banks in the Anchayuyo River are 

planted over alluvial soils.
● The eastern bank is colluvial with wind 

blown topsoils.

● La Carrera: highest area under new 
plantings in the Valley.

● Altitude ranges from 1,600m (5,400 ft) to 
1,900m (6,200 ft). Winkler II and I.

● There are small and scattered vineyards 
in the area.

● Alluvial soil.
● There are four rivers flooding the plain: 

La Carrera and Santa Clara are the most 
important, linked by Anchayuyo River.

● Wind blown and calcareous deposits. 
Rich organic matter in the topsoils

● They form an extensive area in the heart 
of the GI, between Las Huayquerías and 
Santa Clara creek.



TUNUYÁN

Los Chacayes

San Pablo

Vista Flores

> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY 

Tunuyán

Hectares
5,371.6

CountryProvinceHectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

9,817.4 6.7% 5.04%

TUNUYÁN 13.7%
Total Malbec 

in Mendoza

11.6%
Total Malbec 
in Argentina

MALBEC

Tunuyán



1250m

1000m

1500m

> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY 

Tunuyán
Soils

Vista Flores

San Pablo

Los Chacayes

Vista Flores

Los Chacayes



● 17th Century: First settlers arrived in Tunuyán. Before that, it was a land of 
Huarpes, whose Cacique (chief) was called ‘Cuco’. 

● During the last 200 years the lower land was used for grazing, fodder and fruit 
trees (apples and pears).

● Since 1995 new, high-lands were developed for vines at the foot of the Andes, 
where pressurized irrigation has allowed new plantations.

● New investors quickly arrived and increased vineyard areas. All new areas were 
planted above 1,000 meters (3,300ft).

● Since 2010, when these vineyards matured, it was clear that high altitude vines 
in Tunuyán create a different wine style.

● The need for better understanding of terroir pushed for new GI developments.

● Approved GIs so far: Tunuyán, Los Chacayes, Vista Flores and San Pablo. San 
Pablo is a well studied and supported GI as it’s not fixed on political boundaries.

> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY 

Tunuyán



● Its name corresponds to Estancia 
San Pablo, a Jesuit mission 
established there towards the 17th 
Century.

● In 2000, vineyard cultivation 
began in the higher areas by 
Bodega Salentein.

● In 2016 a group of wineries 
(Salentein, Tapiz and Zuccardi) 
requested the delimitation of the 
GI on account of scientific criteria.

> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY 

Tunuyán | San Pablo GI

San Pablo



1600m

1400m

1200m

> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY 

Tunuyán | San Pablo GI
Altitude



> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY 

Tunuyán | San Pablo GI
Climate



> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY 

Tunuyán | San Pablo GI
Soils



> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY 

Tunuyán | San Pablo GI
Soils

Calcareous deposits of 
microbial origin



> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY 

Tunuyán | Los Chacayes GI

(GI)



> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA > UCO VALLEY 

Tunuyán | Vista Flores GI

(GI)



> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA 

Precordillera 
Other exciting wine zones

CANOTA
1000 / 1200m

CHALLAO
1500m

USPALLATA
2000m



> CUYO REGION > MENDOZA

Las Heras | Uspallata
Terroir

14 °C
57.2 °F

TEMPERATURE
Annual Avg.

120 mm/year

4.7 in/year

RAINFALL
Annual Avg.

32°40’ S
69° 21’ W

LOCATION
VITICULTURAL AREA

Languiñeo
Department

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

4 0.003%
Province

MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Malbec
● Pinot Noir
● Cabernet Franc

Languiñeo
Department

2,000
6,5623 

ALTITUDE OF 
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

● Estancia Uspallata is located in the 
Quebrada del Minero at the southern tip of 
the Uspallata Valley. This valley extends 150 
km to the north through Mendoza into the 
province of San Juan, padding through the 
towns of Barreal and Calingasta.
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36° 37’ S

45° 36’ S 

57° 39’ W71° 31’ W

The search for new terroirs has led 
Argentine producers to extend 
the limits of growing vines to the 
south (beyond parallel 45°) and to 
the east, over the edge of the 
Atlantic ocean.

Red 76.4%
White 21.2%
Pink 2.41%

Buenos Aires
4.27%  

Neuquén (GI)
46.6%  

Río Negro (GI)
38.4%  

La Pampa
8.24%  

Chubut
2.43%  

The southernmost productive 
vineyards in the world are 
located in Chubut, beyond 45°
south latitude. 

Chapadmalal GI is the most 
eastern wine area in Argentina 
(Atlantic viticulture). 

670
2,198

ALTITUD DE 
VIÑEDOS

metros/pies

4
13

Located south of the 36th parallel, Patagonia is the 
southernmost region in Argentina, and offers ideal 
conditions for slow, prolonged berry ripening.

Nestled in oasis located in Patagonia’s northern and 
central area and benefiting from outstanding climatic 
conditions, in recent years, high-end winemaking has 
developed One hundred years ago, Río Negro 
pioneered in this activity and ten years ago, other 
valleys in Neuquén, La Pampa and Chubut joined in.

Patagonia’s small population (which translates into low 
pollution levels), along with scarce rainfall, strong winds 
and low freeze risk, are beneficial for the vineyard’s 
sanity.

These winemaking valleys are located in one of the 
country’s richest water supply; rivers such as Limay, 
Neuquén and Negro are wider and mightier than those 
that irrigate the other oasis in the rest of the regions.

Particularly in Patagonia wide thermal amplitude can be 
reached in low altitudes. The wines owe their intense 
color to strong winds from Patagonia; they cause 
grapes to develop a thicker skin. Since the coloring 
matter is found in the skin, having a thicker one means 
more anthocyanin in grapes. This gives them more 
concentration of color. 

Patagonian wines stand out for the perfect balance of 
alcohol and acidity resulting from the slow ripening of 
the fruit. The whites from this region are particularly 
interesting, especially those obtained from Semillon and 
Sauvignon Blanc, with very personal mineral aromas 
that are hard to find in other regions. Among the reds 
clearly stand out Merlot, Pinot Noir and Malbec 
varietals, with good color intensity and noteworthy 
typicity.

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE*

3,786.0

1.95%
of the 

country

PATAGONIA & ATLANTIC
> REGION

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).



MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Malbec
● Merlot
● Cabernet Sauvignon
● Pinot Noir
● Chardonnay

VARIETIES
Distribution by color (vinification)*

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

3,786.0

1.95%
of the 

country

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

Red 76.4%
White 21.2%
Pink 2.41%

REGION

PATAGONIA & 
ATLANTIC

PATAGONIA & ATLANTIC Hectares % Total Variety 
in Argentina % Total Region

RED GRAPE VARIETIES 2892,2 2,51% 76,39%
Malbec 1234,8 2,66% 32,61%
Merlot 503,3 10,39% 13,29%
Cabernet Sauvignon 414,9 3,01% 10,96%
Pinot Noir 392,8 19,68% 10,38%
Syrah 103,2 0,90% 2,73%
Cabernet Franc 87,9 5,60% 2,32%
Petit Verdot 25,2 3,86% 0,67%
Tannat 18,1 2,13% 0,48%
Bonarda 18,1 0,10% 0,48%
Tempranillo 13,8 0,26% 0,37%
Other red varieties 80,8 0,77% 2,13%
WHITE GRAPE VARIETIES 802,7 2,32% 21,20%
Chardonnay 235,7 4,13% 6,23%
Sauvignon Blanc 155,6 8,17% 4,11%
Torrontés Riojano 81,4 1,10% 2,15%
Torrontés Mendocino 71,2 13,23% 1,88%
Pedro Giménez 63,3 0,68% 1,67%
Torrontés Sanjuanino 58,6 3,91% 1,55%
Semillón 52,4 8,50% 1,38%
Viognier 10,1 1,54% 0,27%
Riesling 9,5 12,82% 0,25%
Moscatel de Alejandría 7,6 0,35% 0,20%
Chenin 5,0 0,30% 0,13%
Other white varieties 52,3 1,71% 1,38%
PINK GRAPE VARIETIES 91,1 0,20% 2,41%
Cereza 12,8 0,05% 0,34%
Criolla Grande 5,0 0,04% 0,13%
Criolla Chica 0,3 0,09% 0,01%
Other pink varieties 73,0 1,18% 1,93%



It is a very extensive 
region cultivated 
from parallel 36º to 
beyond parallel 45º 
South latitude. 

● Constant westerly winds = 
health + thickening of 
skins.

● Abundance of sunlight 
hours (latitude effect).

● Location of the vineyards 
with respect to the valleys: 
proximity to the riverbeds 
or the river banks.

Location
 

REGION

PATAGONIA & 
ATLANTIC

Key factors of terroir
 



NEUQUÉN
➔ Añelo
➔ Confluencia
➔ Neuquén
➔ Alto Valle de Río Negro

RÍO NEGRO
➔ Alto Valle de Río Negro
➔ Avellaneda
➔ General Conesa
➔ General Roca
➔ Pichimahuida
➔ Río Negro

PATAGONIA / PATAGONIA 
ARGENTINA

REGION

PATAGONIA & 
ATLANTIC

Geographical 
Indications (GIs)

WINESOFARGENTINA.COM

winesofargentina

@winesofarg



CHUBUT
➔ Trevelin

BUENOS AIRES
➔ Chapadmalal
➔ Villa Ventana

REGION

PATAGONIA & 
ATLANTIC

Geographical 
Indications (GIs)

WINESOFARGENTINA.COM

winesofargentina

@winesofarg



XVIII 1883

1909

● 18th & 19th Century numerous colonies settled in Patagonia, with strong 
European influence.

● The Negro River was then known as the South American Nile.

XIX
● The first winery was established in Alto Valle del Río Negro (Northern 

Patagonia, General Roca).

● Began the construction of the first irrigation canal. In successive stages it 
stretched to form a string of agricultural colonies: General Roca, Cinco 
Saltos, Fernández Oro, among others (all in the province of Río Negro).

1999 ● A new viticultural hub was born in Neuquén looking to diversify its 
production with wines in San Patricio del Chañar.

2000’s ● The 2000’s saw other areas flourish further north, such as Colonia 25 de 
Mayo, or further south, such as Hoyo de Epuyén and Sarmiento.

● The 20th Century was an important productive period for wines until the 
crisis of 1980 ended the expansive cycle.

2002 ● GI Patagonia has been approved since 2002. The cultivated surface is 
separated mainly into two GIs: Neuquén and Río Negro. 

Brief history

REGION

PATAGONIA & 
ATLANTIC

1990’s ● Vine plantation in Argentina was deregulated.



LA PAMPA
PATAGONIA



> PATAGONIA

LA PAMPA

14/16°C
57/61°F

TEMPERATURE
Annual Avg.

200 mm/year

7.9 in/year

RAINFALL

Hectares
312.2 0.16%

Country
8.24%

Region

Red 86.39%
White 12.36%
Pink 1.25%

27° 46’ S

67° 43’ W 

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

Annual Avg.

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

370
1,212

ALTITUDE OF
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

305
1,001

● Patagonia has extended its 
vineyard boundaries northward 
over the Colorado River basin, in 
the town of 25 de Mayo (La 
Pampa).

● La Pampa is a gently undulating 
plain with elongated depressions 
running from west to east and 
forming fan-shaped valleys. On 
average, these depressions are 62 
miles long by 3 to 6 miles wide.



PATAGONIA
LA PAMPA

MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Malbec
● Cabernet Sauvignon
● Merlot
● Cabernet Franc
● Pinot Noir

VARIETIES
Distribution by color (vinification)*

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

312.2

0.16%
of the 

country

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

Red 86.39%
White 12.36%
Pink 1.25%

LA PAMPA Hectares % Country % Region % Province % Colour

Red grapes (vinification) 269,7 0,14% 7,44% 86,39% 100,00%
Malbec 155,9 0,08% 4,30% 49,94% 57,80%
Cabernet Sauvignon 38,0 0,02% 1,05% 12,17% 14,09%
Merlot 28,3 0,01% 0,78% 9,06% 10,49%
Cabernet Franc 16,2 0,01% 0,45% 5,19% 6,01%
Pinot Noir 13,3 0,01% 0,37% 4,26% 4,93%
Syrah 8,1 0,00% 0,22% 2,59% 3,00%
Petit Verdot 2,8 0,00% 0,08% 0,90% 1,04%
Tannat 1,6 0,00% 0,04% 0,51% 0,59%
Bonarda 1,5 0,00% 0,04% 0,48% 0,56%
Other red varieties 4,0 0,00% 0,11% 1,28% 1,48%
White grapes (vinification) 38,6 0,02% 1,07% 12,36% 100,00%
Chardonnay 11,4 0,01% 0,31% 3,65% 29,53%
Sauvignon Blanc 6,4 0,00% 0,18% 2,05% 16,58%
Pedro Giménez 3,7 0,00% 0,10% 1,19% 9,59%
Torrontés Riojano 2,7 0,00% 0,07% 0,86% 6,99%
Semillón 2,9 0,00% 0,08% 0,93% 7,51%
Viognier 0,9 0,00% 0,02% 0,29% 2,33%
Moscatel de Alejandría 0,7 0,00% 0,02% 0,22% 1,81%
Other white varieties 9,9 0,01% 0,27% 3,17% 25,65%
Pink grapes (vinification) 3,9 0,00% 0,11% 1,25% 100,00%
Criolla Grande 1,3 0,00% 0,04% 0,42% 33,33%
Cereza 0,4 0,00% 0,01% 0,13% 10,26%
Other pink varieties 2,2 0,00% 0,06% 0,70% 56,41%



PATAGONIA
LA PAMPA

WINESOFARGENTINA.COM

winesofargentina

@winesofarg



NEUQUÉN
PATAGONIA



> PATAGONIA

NEUQUÉN

12/15°C
54/59°F

TEMPERATURE
Annual Avg.

150 mm/year

5.9 in/year

RAINFALL

Hectares
1,764.3 0.91%

Country
46.6%

Region

Red 84.88%
White 14.80%
Pink 0.32%

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

Annual Avg.

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

415
1,362

ALTITUDE OF
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

270
886

38° 57’ S

38° 37’ S 

68° 14’ W68°18’ W
● The cultivated area is located at low 

altitude, but temperatures decrease 
as a result of latitude, which has a 
compensatory effect.

● The climate is warm, with cold nights 
and intense droughts. Predominant 
winds are very strong and flow in 
direction West-Southeast. They cause 
a bigger impact during spring and 
summer. Winds are beneficial for the 
vineyard’s sanity due to the fact that 
they mitigate cryptogamic diseases.



PATAGONIA
NEUQUÉN

MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Malbec
● Cabernet Sauvignon
● Merlot
● Cabernet Franc
● Pinot Noir
● Chardonnay

VARIETIES
Distribution by color (vinification)*

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

1,764.3

0.91%
of the 

country

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

Red 84.88%
White 14.80%
Pink 0.32%

NEUQUÉN Hectares % Country % Region % Province % Colour

Red grapes (vinification) 1497,6 0,77% 41,32% 84,88% 100,00%
Malbec 661,9 0,34% 18,26% 37,52% 44,20%
Cabernet Sauvignon 266,7 0,14% 7,36% 15,12% 17,81%
Merlot 239,8 0,12% 6,62% 13,59% 16,01%
Pinot Noir 238,6 0,12% 6,58% 13,52% 15,93%
Syrah 35,8 0,02% 0,99% 2,03% 2,39%
Cabernet Franc 29,2 0,02% 0,81% 1,66% 1,95%
Petit Verdot 9,4 0,00% 0,26% 0,53% 0,63%
Tannat 5,3 0,00% 0,15% 0,30% 0,35%
Bonarda 3,0 0,00% 0,08% 0,17% 0,20%
Tempranillo 1,9 0,00% 0,05% 0,11% 0,13%
Other red varieties 6,0 0,00% 0,17% 0,34% 0,40%
White grapes (vinification) 261,1 0,13% 7,20% 14,80% 100,00%
Chardonnay 137,5 0,07% 3,79% 7,79% 52,66%
Sauvignon Blanc 81,1 0,04% 2,24% 4,60% 31,06%
Semillón 17,7 0,01% 0,49% 1,00% 6,78%
Torrontés Riojano 12,6 0,01% 0,35% 0,71% 4,83%
Viognier 8,1 0,00% 0,22% 0,46% 3,10%
Torrontés Mendocino 1,4 0,00% 0,04% 0,08% 0,54%
Moscatel de Alejandría 1,0 0,00% 0,03% 0,06% 0,38%
Chenin 0,3 0,00% 0,01% 0,02% 0,11%
Riesling 0,1 0,00% 0,00% 0,01% 0,04%
Other white varieties 1,3 0,00% 0,04% 0,07% 0,50%
Pink grapes (vinification) 5,6 0,00% 0,15% 0,32% 100,00%
Cereza 0,3 0,00% 0,01% 0,02% 5,36%
Criolla Grande 0,02 0,00% 0,00% 0,00% 0,36%
Other pink varieties 5,3 0,00% 0,15% 0,30% 94,29%



PATAGONIA
NEUQUÉN

NEUQUÉN
➔ Añelo
➔ Confluencia
➔ Neuquén
➔ Alto Valle de Río Negro

Geographical 
Indications (GIs)

WINESOFARGENTINA.COM

winesofargentina

@winesofarg

WINESOFARGENTINA.COM

winesofargentina

@winesofarg



CONFLUENCIA

● Landscape morphology: Pleistocene 
terraces, fluvial terraces, alluvial and 
colluvial cones. 

● Variable soil type according to the 
position:
Petrogypsic Calcium on the 
pleistocene terrace; loam, sandy, 
clayey in the cones, a presence of 
stones; loam, silty clay inadequately 
drained in the fluvial terrace. 

> PATAGONIA

NEUQUÉN

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

Soil Type



37°37’ S
68° 18’ W 9 / 13 °C

48,5 / 55 °F
TEMPERATURE

Annual Avg.

80/120 mm/year

3.2/4.7 in/year

RAINFALL
LOCATION

VITICULTURAL AREA

San Patricio del Chañar
PATAGONIA REGION > NEUQUÉN

Annual Avg.

Añelo Department

● Located 37 miles to the northwest of the 
province's capital (in Añelo Department GI), 
it has been chosen by the largest 
winegrowing establishments.

● In the last few years, the vineyards of this 
valley have grown rapidly in extension and 
importance. 

● The climatic conditions ensure extremely 
healthy grapes with great concentration of 
colors and aromas, slowly developing 
tannins and perfect levels of acidity, which 
will then yield high quality wines

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

1,592.2 90.2%
Province

MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Malbec
● Cabernet Sauvignon
● Merlot
● Pinot Noir
● ChardonnayAñelo Department

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

415
1,362

ALTITUDE OF
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

320
1,100

Alluvial soils. Sandy-clay-loam and 
calcareous soils in the highest parts of 
the valley. SOIL

Añelo
Department

.



RÍO NEGRO
PATAGONIA



> PATAGONIA

RÍO NEGRO

12/16°C
54/61°F

TEMPERATURE
Annual Avg.

190 mm/year

7.9 in/year

RAINFALL

Hectares
1,455.5 0.75%

Country
38.4%

Region

Red 66.75%
White 28.46%
Pink 4.79%

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

Annual Avg.

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

370
1,214

ALTITUDE OF
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

4
13

37° 52’ S

40° 45’ S 

63° 16’ W67°47’ W ● Series of valleys located in the basin of 
the Colorado and Negro rivers, which 
cross the province from west to east.

● Summers are long and allow for the 
vines to grow steadily. Crytogamic 
diseases have little effect on this area. 
In addition, there are low risks of 
freezes and hailstone.

● The lower valley of Río Negro receives 
the influence of the Atlantic ocean. 



PATAGONIA
RÍO NEGRO

MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Malbec
● Merlot
● Torrontés
● Pinot Noir
● Cabernet Sauvignon
● Pedro Giménez

VARIETIES
Distribution by color (vinification)*

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

1,455.5

0.75%
of the 

country

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

Red 66.75%
White 28.46%
Pink 4.79%

RÍO NEGRO Hectares % Country % Region % Province % Colour

Red grapes (vinification) 971,6 0,50% 26,81% 66,75% 100,00%
Malbec 377,7 0,19% 10,42% 25,95% 38,87%
Merlot 220,3 0,11% 6,08% 15,14% 22,67%
Pinot Noir 126,1 0,06% 3,48% 8,66% 12,98%
Cabernet Sauvignon 94,0 0,05% 2,59% 6,46% 9,67%
Syrah 49,8 0,03% 1,37% 3,42% 5,13%
Cabernet Franc 26,7 0,01% 0,74% 1,83% 2,75%
Bonarda 12,4 0,01% 0,34% 0,85% 1,28%
Petit Verdot 12,3 0,01% 0,34% 0,85% 1,27%
Tempranillo 10,3 0,01% 0,28% 0,71% 1,06%
Tannat 0,2 0,00% 0,01% 0,01% 0,02%
Other red varieties 41,8 0,02% 1,15% 2,87% 4,30%
White grapes (vinification) 414,2 0,21% 11,43% 28,46% 100,00%
Torrontés Mendocino 69,8 0,04% 1,93% 4,80% 16,85%
Torrontés Riojano 63,8 0,03% 1,76% 4,38% 15,40%
Torrontés Sanjuanino 58,6 0,03% 1,62% 4,03% 14,15%
Pedro Giménez 59,6 0,03% 1,64% 4,09% 14,39%
Sauvignon Blanc 46,0 0,02% 1,27% 3,16% 11,11%
Chardonnay 39,1 0,02% 1,08% 2,69% 9,44%
Semillón 31,3 0,02% 0,86% 2,15% 7,56%
Moscatel de Alejandría 5,9 0,00% 0,16% 0,41% 1,42%
Chenin 4,5 0,00% 0,12% 0,31% 1,09%
Riesling 4,2 0,00% 0,12% 0,29% 1,01%
Viognier 1,1 0,00% 0,03% 0,08% 0,27%
Other white varieties 30,3 0,02% 0,84% 2,08% 7,32%
Pink grapes (vinification) 69,7 0,04% 1,92% 4,79% 100,00%
Cereza 11,3 0,01% 0,31% 0,78% 16,21%
Criolla Grande 3,7 0,00% 0,10% 0,25% 5,31%
Criolla Chica 0,3 0,00% 0,01% 0,02% 0,43%
Other pink varieties 54,4 0,03% 1,50% 3,74% 78,05%



PATAGONIA
RÍO NEGRO

Geographical 
Indications (GIs)

RÍO NEGRO
➔ Alto Valle de Río Negro
➔ Avellaneda
➔ General Conesa
➔ General Roca
➔ Pichimahuida
➔ Río Negro



GENERAL ROCA

● Landscape morphology: Pleistocene 
terraces, fluvial terraces, alluvial and 
colluvial cones. 

● Variable soil type according to the 
position:
Petrogypsic Calcium on the 
pleistocene terrace; loam, sandy, 
clayey in the cones, a presence of 
stones; loam, silty clay inadequately 
drained in the fluvial terrace. 

> PATAGONIA

RÍO NEGRO

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

Soil Type



38°30’ / 39°05’ S 
66° 45’ / 68° 30’ W 15.5 °C

59.9 °F
TEMPERATURE

Annual Avg.

197.7 mm/year

7.78 in/year

RAINFALL

LOCATION
VITICULTURAL AREA

Río Negro Upper Valley
PATAGONIA REGION > RÍO NEGRO

Annual Avg.

General Roca, El Cuy, 
Confluencia and Añelo 

Departments

● It is a 100 mile-long (160km), 6 mile-wide 
(10km) oasis standing in the Patagonian 
plateau. It develops mostly on the north 
margin of the upper course of the Negro 
River.

● The GI Alto Valle de Río Negro includes the 
departments of General Roca and El Cuy (Río 
Negro); Confluencia and Añelo (Neuquén).

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

2,849.6

MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Malbec
● Cabernet Sauvignon
● Merlot
● Pinot Noir
● Torrontés

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

265
870

ALTITUDE OF
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

180
590

Soils of fluvial origin, poor in organic matter. Stony 
subsoil, gravel type, with granulometries that can go from 
3 to 10 cm in diameter. Mixed clay and sandy loam soils 
with different percentages of gravel in surface, which 
range from 5% to 30%.

SOIL

● The region has a marked thermal amplitude 
characteristic of its continental character. Wind is a major 
climatic factor, mainly from October to December. Its 
intensity makes it necessary to install protective curtains 
(“alamedas” / poplar trees). 

● In the same period there’s a high frequency of days with 
strong winds (above 43 km/h). Its predominant direction 
is of the West and Southwest, cold and dry. The period 
with the highest frequency of calm conditions is recorded 
during the months of April to July. Consequently, this 
factor brings benefits to the crop, as it greatly reduces the 
danger of diseases in the vine. 



Río Negro Lower Valley
PATAGONIA REGION > RÍO NEGRO

● It is located to the east of the province of Río 
Negro (Adolfo Alsina Department). It extends 
over 100 km from west to east following the 
southern margin of the Negro River. The area 
receives the influence of the Atlantic ocean.

● It is delimited by two plateaus, Cuchillas 
North and South (25 to 35 m high). It is a 
plain with a gentle slope to the sea and an 
average altitude of 4 masl, with some 
depressions of about 2 m

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

● The rainiest month is March with 52.8 mm and the 
driest is August with 23.1 mm. The rains are more 
abundant in spring-summer (64.9% of the rains), of 
great importance for agricultural purposes. This is 
due to the requirements of the crops in full growth, 
as well as to the incidence of high temperatures and 
the dominant winds and of greater intensity that 
usually come from dry sectors. 

40°41’ S
63° 64’ W 14.1 °C

57.4 °F
TEMPERATURE

Annual Avg.

408 mm/year

16.6 in/year

RAINFALL
LOCATION

VITICULTURAL AREA

Annual Avg.

16
53

ALTITUDE OF
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

4
13

Adolfo Alsina Department

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

98.1 6.7%
Province

MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Malbec
● Cabernet Sauvignon
● Merlot
● Sauvignon Blanc
● Pinot NoirAdolfo Alsina Department



CHUBUT
PATAGONIA



> PATAGONIA

CHUBUT

13.4 °C
56.1 °F

TEMPERATURE
Annual Avg.

184 mm/year

7.2 in/year

RAINFALL

Hectares
92.2 0.05%

Country
2.43%

Region

Red 54.99%
White 36.01%
Pink 9.00%

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

Annual Avg.

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

670
2,198

ALTITUDE OF
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

10
3342° 03’ S

45° 36’ S 

65° 06’ W71° 31’ W

● Chubut is the southernmost  wine 
province in Argentina, but is not yet a 
GI. It is a compilation of small oases 
attached to big rivers.

● News oases like Trevelin GI, Paso del 
Sapo and Sarmiento are developing 
fast.

● Chubut has the southernmost 
vineyards in the world, which sit 
beyond the 45th parallel south 
(Sarmiento).

● Pioneer producers cultivate Chardonnay, Pinot 
Noir and Sauvignon Blanc, due to it’s short 
summer.

● Strong winds and early and late frosts are the 
main threat in the area.



PATAGONIA
CHUBUT

MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Pinot Noir
● Chardonnay
● Merlot
● Malbec
● Riesling

VARIETIES
Distribution by color (vinification)*

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

92.2

0.05%
of the 

country

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

Red 54.99%
White 36.01%
Pink 9.00%

CHUBUT Hectares % Country % Region % Province % Colour

Red grapes (vinification) 50,7 0,03% 1,40% 54,99% 100,00%
Pinot Noir 37,5 0,02% 1,03% 40,67% 73,96%
Merlot 9,2 0,00% 0,25% 9,98% 18,15%
Malbec 3,3 0,00% 0,09% 3,58% 6,51%
Cabernet Franc 0,4 0,00% 0,01% 0,43% 0,79%
Bonarda 0,1 0,00% 0,00% 0,11% 0,20%
Syrah 0,2 0,00% 0,01% 0,22% 0,39%
White grapes (vinification) 33,2 0,02% 0,92% 36,01% 100,00%
Chardonnay 26,5 0,01% 0,73% 28,74% 79,82%
Riesling 2,1 0,00% 0,06% 2,28% 6,33%
Torrontés Riojano 2,0 0,00% 0,06% 2,17% 6,02%
Sauvignon Blanc 1,9 0,00% 0,05% 2,06% 5,72%
Semillón 0,3 0,00% 0,01% 0,33% 0,90%
Other white varieties 0,4 0,00% 0,01% 0,43% 1,20%
Pink grapes (vinification) 8,3 0,00% 0,23% 9,00% 100,00%
Other pink varieties 8,3 0,00% 0,23% 9,00% 100,00%



PATAGONIA
CHUBUT

Geographical 
Indications (GIs)

CHUBUT 
➔ Trevelin

PATAGONIA / PATAGONIA 
ARGENTINA

WINESOFARGENTINA.COM

winesofargentina

@winesofarg



PATAGONIA
CHUBUT

Geographical 
Indications (GIs)

CHUBUT 
➔ Trevelin

PATAGONIA / PATAGONIA 
ARGENTINA

WINESOFARGENTINA.COM

winesofargentina

@winesofarg



> PATAGONIA

CHUBUT
Terroir

Valleys in the steppe are dry, with 
rainfall regime as much as 150 
mm/year. Wind blows constantly 
with gusts stronger than 100km/h. 
Frost are heavy from March 
onwards and as late as 
December.Soils are alkaline, low in 
organic material and of variable 
textures.  

Andean vineyard are 
located in humid zones, 
where it rains as much as 
800 mm a year. Frost can 
happen even in January 
like in 2006/2009.
Soils are acidic and organic 
with volcanic ash. Variable 
textures.



> PATAGONIA

CHUBUT
Terroir

The Southernmost 
vineyard in the 
world. 

First established in 2011, there are 
50ha mainly planted in Sarmiento 
with Pinot Noir, Chardonnay but also 
Traminer, Pinot Gris and Merlot.

Sarmiento’s latitude is the 
same as Lyon (France) and 
almost the same as Central 
Otago (New Zealand).



10.6 °C
52 °F

TEMPERATURE
Annual Avg.

197.7 mm/year

7.78 in/year

RAINFALL

Comarca Andina Paralelo 42
PATAGONIA REGION > CHUBUT

Annual Avg.

● Group of villages, towns and cities located 
close to each other, in the northwest of the 
province of Chubut and southwest of Río 
Negro. 

● It includes El Bolsón (Río Negro), El Hoyo, Lago 
Puelo, Epuyén, among other cities within the 
Cushamen Department (Chubut). The most 
important production is found in El Hoyo.

● Temperate-cold climate, with great thermal 
amplitude.

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

270
890

ALTITUDE OF
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

200
660

Soils of volcanic 
origin.

SOIL

WINES
● Red: light-bodied, very aromatic, elegant wines 

with good natural acidity. 
● White: very aromatic wines, with high acidity and a 

long finish;
● Sparkling: ideal climate for producing sparkling 

wines, 8 years on lees. European style, 100% 
traditional and natural.

42°03’ S
71° 19’ W

LOCATION
VITICULTURAL AREA

Cushamen 
Department

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

25.2 27.6%
Province

MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Pinot Noir
● Merlot
● Chardonnay
● Traminer
● RieslingCushamen 

Department



9.7 °C
49.4 °F

TEMPERATURE
Annual Avg.

1,000 mm/year

39.4 in/year

RAINFALL

16 de Octubre Valley
PATAGONIA REGION > CHUBUT

Annual Avg.

● 16 de Octubre Valley was the name given by 
the Welsh settlers to Trevelin and its 
surroundings. It is located 150km to the South 
of Comarca Andina Paralelo 42, with similar 
soil and climatic conditions. 

● Trevelin was recognized as a GI in August 
2020. As a mountain range area, it has very 
marked seasonal cycles and different from the 
traditional wine-growing regions, such as 
frosts, rain and snow concentrated between 
the months of April and August, which usually 
reach an average of 1000 mm/year, and in 
spring the winds that predominate from the 
mountain range and the limit with Chile. In 
addition, the minimum temperatures usually 
exceed -4.5ºC in spring and autumn, with the 
possibility of frost during the summer, and the 
maximum temperatures are registered in 
January and February, exceeding +30ºC. 

● Unique wines with marked natural acidity due 
to climatic conditions. An ideal area to make 
sparkling wines with low alcohol content. 

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

375
1,200

ALTITUDE OF
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

375
1,100

43°05’ S
71° 28’ W

LOCATION
VITICULTURAL AREA

Futaleufu
Department

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

11.0 11.9%
Province

MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Pinot Noir
● Chardonnay
● Sauvignon Blanc
● Traminer
● RieslingFutaleufu

Department



11.2 °C
52 °F

TEMPERATURE
Annual Avg.

300 mm/year

11.8 in/year

RAINFALL

Paso del Sapo
PATAGONIA REGION > CHUBUT

Annual Avg.

● It is located at the northwest of Chubut, on 
the banks of the Chubut River. 

● Full-bodied wines, with less acidity.  White 
wines: quite fleshy and can be aged in oak. 

● Varietals: the most outstanding is 
Chardonnay. There is also an 
unprecedented variety in Argentina, a 
white grape called "corniola bianca“. 

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

400
1,310

ALTITUDE OF
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

395
1,300

Alluvial soils located 
between cliffs of 100 
meters-high, next to the 
Chubut River coast. SOIL

42°44’ S
69° 36’ W

LOCATION
VITICULTURAL AREA

Languiñeo
Department

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

0.1 0.1%
Province

MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Chardonnay
● Pinot Noir
● Merlot

Languiñeo
Department



10.8 °C
51.4 °F

TEMPERATURE
Annual Avg.

200/250 mm/year

7.8/9.8 in/year

RAINFALL

Sarmiento
PATAGONIA REGION > CHUBUT

Annual Avg.

● It is the most important valley in Chubut, 
where the southernmost vineyards in the 
world are located (beyond 45°south 
latitude). 

● White wines: aromatic, apt for oak ageing.
● Red wines: medium-bodied, promising 

wines.

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

300
980

ALTITUDE OF
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

265
870

45°36’ S
69° 05’ W

LOCATION
VITICULTURAL AREA

Sarmiento
Department

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

54.2 0.1%
Province

MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Pinot Noir
● Chardonnay
● Traminer
● Merlot / Pinot Gris / 

Torrontés Sarmiento
Department



13.5 °C
56.3 °F

TEMPERATURE
Annual Avg.

200/300 mm/year

7.8/11.8 in/year

RAINFALL

Río Chubut Lower Valley
PATAGONIA REGION > CHUBUT

Annual Avg.

● It is a fertile zone located in the northeast 
of Chubut, crossed by the Chubut River. 

● It includes part of the departments of 
Gaiman and Rawson. 

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

50
160

ALTITUDE OF
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

10
33

43°18’ S
65° 06’ W

LOCATION
VITICULTURAL AREA

Gaiman & Rawson
Departments

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

3.1 3.36%
Province

MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Malbec
● Pinot Noir
● Cabernet Franc

Gaiman & Rawson
Departments

Soils with 
alkaline PH.

SOIL



ATLANTIC
REGION



● In the 1990s vine 
plantation in Argentina 
was deregulated.

● Some ventures emerged 
in the Atlantic region.

● The idea of developing 
oceanic wines gained 
new strength in 2007 
with the development of 
new vineyards in 
Chapadmalal.

● GI Chapadmalal was 
approved in 2014.

HIGHLIGHTS
 

ATLANTIC
REGION



RÍO NEGRO LOWER VALLEY 
San Javier is 8 km from the ocean, at an 
altitude close to the sea level. It rains 
391mm a year and has strong winds in 
summer and a mild and sunny 
condition in fall. Mainly clay soils.

ATLANTIC
REGION
The influence of the Ocean

BUENOS AIRES
Chapadmalal GI is the most 
eastern wine region in 
Argentina. 
It’s focused in Whites, 
Sparkling and Pinot Noir.

Buenos Aires

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

161.8

Adolfo Alsina Department

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

98.1



ATLANTIC
REGION
Climate / Maturity



ATLANTIC
REGION
Ripening period - mean temperature (°C)



ATLANTIC
REGION
Climate - The impact of temperature



BUENOS AIRES
ATLANTIC REGION



> ATLANTIC REGION

BUENOS AIRES

17 °C
62.2°F

TEMPERATURE
Annual Avg.

511 mm/year

20.1 in/year

RAINFALL

Hectares
161,8 0.08%

Country
4.27%

Region

Red 63.41%
White 34.36%
Pink 2.22%

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

Annual Avg.

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

500
1,641

ALTITUDE OF
VINEYARDS

masl/fasl

25
82

38° 08’ S

38° 49’ S 

57° 39’ W62°40’ W

● Argentine wine producers have 
extended the wine limits to the east, 
where vineyards receive the influence 
of the Atlantic ocean.

● Chapadmalal represents the 
easternmost point for vine cultivation 
in Argentina.

● Plenty of new projects are starting to 
emerge in the region.

Patagonia & Atlantic



MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Chardonnay
● Sauvignon Blanc
● Pinot Noir
● Malbec
● Cabernet Sauvignon

VARIETIES
Distribution by color (vinification)*

Hectares

CULTIVATED
SURFACE

161.8

0.08%
of the 

country

*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).

ATLANTIC
BUENOS
AIRES

Red 63.41%
White 34.36%
Pink 2.22%

BUENOS AIRES Hectares % Country % Region % Province % Colour

Red grapes (vinification) 102,6 0,05% 63,41% 63,41% 100,00%
Pinot Noir 14,4 0,01% 8,90% 8,90% 14,04%
Malbec 13,6 0,01% 8,41% 8,41% 13,26%
Cabernet Sauvignon 12,3 0,01% 7,60% 7,60% 11,99%
Merlot 12,0 0,01% 7,42% 7,42% 11,70%
Tannat 9,6 0,00% 5,93% 5,93% 9,36%
Cabernet Franc 8,4 0,00% 5,19% 5,19% 8,19%
Tempranillo 1,6 0,00% 0,99% 0,99% 1,56%
Syrah 1,1 0,00% 0,68% 0,68% 1,07%
Bonarda 0,7 0,00% 0,43% 0,43% 0,68%
Petit Verdot 0,3 0,00% 0,19% 0,19% 0,29%
Other red varieties 28,6 0,01% 17,68% 17,68% 27,88%
White grapes (vinification) 55,6 0,03% 34,36% 34,36% 100,00%
Chardonnay 21,2 0,01% 13,10% 13,10% 38,13%
Sauvignon Blanc 20,2 0,01% 12,48% 12,48% 36,33%
Riesling 3,1 0,00% 1,92% 1,92% 5,58%
Torrontés Riojano 0,3 0,00% 0,19% 0,19% 0,54%
Chenin 0,2 0,00% 0,12% 0,12% 0,36%
Semillón 0,2 0,00% 0,12% 0,12% 0,36%
Viognier 0,04 0,00% 0,02% 0,02% 0,07%
Other white varieties 10,4 0,01% 6,40% 6,40% 18,63%
Pink grapes (vinification) 3,6 0,00% 2,22% 2,22% 100,00%
Cereza 0,8 0,00% 0,49% 0,49% 22,22%
Other pink varieties 2,8 0,00% 1,73% 1,73% 77,78%



WINESOFARGENTINA.COM

winesofargentina

@winesofarg

ATLANTIC

Geographical 
Indications (GIs)

BUENOS
AIRES

➔ Chapadmalal
➔ Villa Ventana
➔ Balcarce



> ATLANTIC REGION > BUENOS AIRES

Chapadmalal 
Terroir



0-40 cm organic Horizon

40-80 cm silt clay loam

80-100 cm Petrocalcic horizon

≥ 100 cm Sandy clay 
loam horizon

> ATLANTIC REGION > BUENOS AIRES

Chapadmalal 
Soil profile

● Rolling hilly landscape

● Loessic soils: Eolic deposit from 
volcanic origin (Los Andes) during the 
quaternary period. 

● Silty clay loam texture with a 
petrocalcic horizon (Argiudoll)

● Vineyards planted at the top of the 
hills.



> ATLANTIC REGION > BUENOS AIRES

Chapadmalal 
Climate - Winds
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