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Traditional vine-growing regions in 
Argentina are located in an extensive 

strip that crosses the country from 
north to south, at the foothill of the 
Andes. 

In recent years, producers have 

extended the limits of Argentine 
wine to the west, into the heights, and 
south looking for cooler temperatures, 
and to the east, next to the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

Non-traditional wine regions are also 
gaining relevance in the center and 
northeast of the country, contributing to 
showcase Argentina’s diversity.
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● Cuyo is an arid yet fertile region located in the center-west of 
the country, at the foot of the Andes mountain range. It is 
the most prolific region in South America and one of the 
most important worldwide. 

● Cuyo means “country of deserts” in the Huarpe milkayac 
dialect. The region has desertic climate with little vegetation. 

● Most of the rivers come from the meltwater, having its greater 
flow from the spring. Water is stored in reservoirs for human 
consumption and crop irrigation, through a network of 
channels that support the oasis. 
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MAIN 
VARIETIES

● Malbec
● Torrontés Riojano
● Cabernet Sauvignon
● Syrah
● Bonarda
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VARIETIES
Distribution by color 
(vinification)*
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*Source: National Viticulture Institute - Annual Surface Report (12/31/2021 database).
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CUYO REGION Hectares % Totalvariety 
in Argentina % Total Region

RED GRAPE VARIETIES 108.091,6 93,91% 58,74%
Malbec 42.982,5 92,70% 23,36%
Bonarda 17.532,3 98,98% 9,53%
Cabernet Sauvignon 12.544,5 90,89% 6,82%
Syrah 11.099,3 96,54% 6,03%
Tempranillo 5.240,0 99,15% 2,85%
Merlot 4.188,3 86,44% 2,28%
Pinot Noir 1.495,4 74,91% 0,81%
Cabernet Franc 1.421,2 90,57% 0,77%
Tannat 660,5 77,63% 0,36%
Petit Verdot 600,9 92,04% 0,33%
Other red varieties 10.326,7 98,08% 5,61%
WHITE GRAPE VARIETIES 32.301,6 93,40% 17,55%
Pedro Giménez 9.233,1 99,17% 5,02%
Torrontés Riojano 6.051,6 81,79% 3,29%
Chardonnay 5.418,1 94,90% 2,94%
Moscatel de Alejandría 2.124,8 98,50% 1,15%
Sauvignon Blanc 1.686,5 88,55% 0,92%
Chenin 1.642,5 99,04% 0,89%
Torrontés Sanjuanino 1.440,4 96,09% 0,78%
Viognier 633,5 95,96% 0,34%
Semillón 562,3 91,19% 0,31%
Torrontés Mendocino 467,1 86,77% 0,25%
Riesling 53,9 72,74% 0,03%
Other white varieties 2.987,8 97,66% 1,62%
PINK GRAPE VARIETIES 43.615,4 97,31% 23,70%
Cereza 24.415,7 95,93% 13,27%
Criolla Grande 12.833,4 99,89% 6,97%
Criolla Chica 256,2 79,49% 0,14%
Criolla Mediana 7,4 98,67% 0,00%
Other pink varieties 6.102,7 98,53% 3,32%
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The influence of the Andes

NAZCA PLATE
40 – 53 MM/Y

SOUTH AMERICAN PLATE
27 – 34 MM/Y

570 
Million years

Pampean orogenic cycle Famatinian orogenic cycle Frontal Cordillera orogenic cycle

Researchers in the early 21st Century were 
able to determine that the uplift started 
about 25 million years ago.

400
Million years
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Vineyard 
Area

Cordillera Principal C. Frontal Precordillera

10-2 MA20-0 MA

RÍO MENDOZA BASIN
• Covers 9.500 km2
• 1612 glaciers today
• Used to be bigger 20.000 

years ago when the last 
glaciation finished.

THE ANDES RANGE 
IS A MULTI-TIME & 
MULTI-EPISODIC 
EVENT 5-0 MA

The influence of the Andes
Mountain Range
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Geographical 
Indications (GIs)

LA RIOJA
➔Arauco
➔Castro Barros
➔Chilecito
➔Famatina
➔Felipe Varela
➔General Lamadrid
➔La Rioja Argentina
➔San Blas de los Sauces
➔Sanagasta
➔Valle de Chañarmuyo
➔Valles del Famatina
➔Vinchina

SAN JUAN
➔25 de Mayo
➔9 de Julio
➔Albardón
➔Angaco
➔Barreal
➔Calingasta / Valle de Calingasta
➔Caucete
➔Chimbas
➔Iglesia
➔Jáchal
➔Pocito
➔Pozo de los Algarrobos
➔Rawson
➔Rivadavia
➔San Juan
➔San Martín
➔Santa Lucía
➔Sarmiento
➔Ullum
➔Valle del Pedernal
➔Valle del Tulum
➔Valle Fértil
➔Valle de Zonda
➔Zonda

MENDOZA
➔Agrelo
➔Barrancas
➔Canota / Valle de Canota
➔Distrito Medrano
➔El Paraíso
➔General Alvear
➔Godoy Cruz
➔Guaymallén
➔Junín
➔La Consulta
➔La Paz
➔Las Compuertas
➔Las Heras
➔Lavalle - Desierto de Lavalle
➔Los Chacayes
➔Luján de Cuyo (DOC)
➔Lunlunta
➔Maipú

➔Mendoza
➔Pampa el Cepillo
➔Paraje Altamira
➔Rivadavia
➔Russel
➔San Carlos
➔San Martín
➔San Rafael (DOC)
➔San Pablo
➔Santa Rosa
➔Tunuyán
➔Tupungato / Valle de Tupungato
➔Valle de Uco
➔Vista Flores
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