
CUYO



Cuyo

│ Cuyois the most prolific region 

in South America and one of the 

most important worldwide. 

SOUTH LATITUDE

28°23’ | 34°58’

67°04’| 67°42’

│ 430 –2.000 masl

│ 1.411 –6.562 fasl

│ La Rioja

│ San Juan

│ Mendoza

PROVINCESLOCATION
Latitude & longitude

WEST LONGITUDE

│ 190.710,7

│ 471.265,21

CULTIVATED

for vinification*
SURFACE

*Source: National Viticulture Institute – Annual Surface Report (12/31/2018 database).

95%
of the
country

ALTITUDE
of the vineyards

KEY FACTORS



NAZCA 

PLATE
40 – 53 MM/Y

SOUTH AMERICAN PLATE

27 – 34 MM/Y

570 million years

Pampean orogeny cycle

400 million years

Famatinian orogenic cycle Frontal Cordillera orogenic cycle

│ Researchers in the early 21st Century 

were able to determine that the uplift 

started about 25 million years ago.

THE ANDES RANGE
Importance



VINEYARD

AREA
RÍO MENDOZA BASIN
• Covers 9.500 km2

• 1612 glaciers today

• Used to be bigger 20.000 

years ago when the last 

glaciation finished.

Cordillera Principal C. Frontal Precordillera

10-2 MA20-0 MA

THE ANDES RANGE IS A MULTI-TIME & MULTI-EPISODIC EVENT 5-0 MA
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Decreased temperatures

Higher diurnal temperature change

Soil composition 

changes

Solar radiation

ALTITUDE EFFECT
A singular vineyard at the foothills of the Andes



ANDES RANGE COLLUVIAL
SEDIMENTS

ALLUVIAL
SEDIMENTS

FLUVIAL
SEDIMENTS

SLOPES+ -
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Hectares Acres %

RED GRAPE VARIETIES 107,867.9 266,552.4 % Reds

Malbec 39,978.3 98,790.4 37.1

Bonarda 18,325.5 45,284.1 17.0

Cabernet Sauvignon 13,400.5 33,114.0 12.4

Syrah 11,825.5 29,222.0 11.0

Tempranillo 5,646.0 13,951.8 5.2

Merlot 4,614.1 11,401.9 4.3

Pinot Noir 1,526.5 3,772.1 1.4

Cabernet Franc 1,030.2 2,545.7 1.0

Tannat 694.9 1,717.2 0.6

Petit Verdot 604.0 1,492.5 0.6

Other red varieties 10,222.4 25,260.6 9.5

WHITE GRAPE VARIETIES 35,544.6 87,834.26 % Whites

Torrontés Riojano 6,520.9 16,113.80 18.35

Chardonnay 5,769.4 14,256.76 16.23

Chenin 1,866.7 4,612.80 5.25

Sauvignon Blanc 1,808.1 4,468.00 5.09

Torrontés Sanjuanino 1,702.0 4,205.81 4.79

Viognier 730.8 1,805.88 2.06

Semillón 645.8 1,595.84 1.82

Torrontés Mendocino 527.6 1,303.75 1.48

Riesling 61.0 150.74 0.17

Other white varieties 15,912.3 39,320.88 44.77

ROSÉ GRAPE VARIETIES 47,298.20 116,878.58

MAIN GRAPE

Distribution by colour*
VARIETIES

CUYO

│ 56,6%

│ 18,2%

│ 24,4%

• Red grapes

• White grapes

• Rosé Grapes

*Source: National Viticulture Institute – Annual Surface Report (12/31/2018 database).
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